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NET News
by the Editor

THE Beeston Express has been 
(expressly!) requested to keep 
Beestonians informed of what’s 
happening with Phase Two 
Line Three of the tram now that 
contracts have been awarded 
and construction has, to all 
intents and purposes, started.

We’ve been renewing our contacts 
at NET and will do our best to 
make sure that the information we 
bring you is accurate and timely 
– if only for the reason that there 
can be nothing worse than sitting 
in the pub on a Friday evening 
listening to people – who think 
they know everything but actually 
know nothing – repeat rumours and 
unfounded hearsay. Remember that 
The Beeston Express is neither for 
nor against the tram, but what we 
do like is FACTS.

Can I say here that, if you are one 
of the people who enjoys repeating 
unfounded rumour, just remember 
that a number of Beeston’s older 
and more vulnerable residents will 
have their lives changed beyond 
all recognition by the advent of 
the tram. They accept that and are 
ready for it, and we believe there’s 
no need for the idle talkers amongst 
us to add to the existing anxiety 
levels of those older citizens who 
now find themselves living in the 
path of the tram – let’s show them 
some respect.

This is where NET is at to date:

• Fences have gone up and trees 
have come down along the 

greenway between Cator Lane 
and Inham Road, Chilwell, and 
on Eskdale Drive.

• Wilkinson’s asked that their 
compulsory purchase order 
(CPO) be served by Nottingham 
City Council’s NET Project 
Team. Rigid time parameters for 
vacating premises are imposed 
once a CPO is served and 
Wilkinson’s wanted to get on 
with the process of re-locating 
their 56 Beeston-based staff.  
The Beeston store will close on

March 31, 2012. The Beeston 
Express is given to understand 
that negotiations are still 
under way to see if there is 
anywhere else locally that could 
accommodate the store in the 
short term, but this would be a 
purely commercial undertaking 
by Wilkinson’s and is nothing to 
do with the CPO.

• The multi-story car park will 
be closed on March 31, 2012. 
Alternative parking arrangements 
are likely to remain in place 
whilst feasible.

• Other affected businesses in 
Beeston’s town centre will be 
served their CPOs in due course, 
also in preparation for preliminary 
town centre work to start in April.

• The tram route does not affect 
Argos, Post News or the betting 
shop. How these premises are 
dealt with once Wilkinson’s 
has been demolished is, as yet, 
undecided.

• Service diversions will begin in 
Beeston in February.

AROUND 150 opponents to a 
proposal to build 450 homes at 
Field Farm, Stapleford, packed 
into a public meeting at the Jaguar 
public house, Hickings Lane, 
Stapleford, on Saturday, January 
14.

Westerman Homes has lodged 
a planning application to build the 
houses with Broxtowe Borough 
Council and, in view of the changes 
to planning law as the government 
insists space is found for new 
homes in Broxtowe, the Field Farm 
site, which is green belt, could 
find itself earmarked as prime 
development land.

The site, north of Ilkeston Road, 
Stapleford, has the potential to 
become one of Broxtowe Borough 
Council’s ‘preferred sites’. It 
was added to a list of sites to be 
considered for consultation at a 
Cabinet meeting in 2011, the 
council agreeing for the site to go 
forward to the next stage.

The process for Field Farm to 
be listed as ‘preferred’ is long and 
complex. There are still a number 
of stages to be addressed before 
it can be referred to the Secretary 
of State as one of Broxtowe’s 
preferred sites in the hunt to find 
space to meet housing quotas 
previously discussed within the 
Greater Nottingham Partnership 
as part of the ‘Aligned Core 
Strategies’ talks first considered in 
2009.

In the intervening three years, 
there has been a change of 
government and perceptions have 
changed, but not the fact that land 
still needs to be found for new-
build housing.

The meeting at The Jaguar, 
with the Stapleford & Trowell 
Rural Action Group (STRAG) in 
attendance, was called to inform 
people about the proposed housing 
development and let them know 
how to object.

A number of Broxtowe’s 
councillors attended and Broxtowe 
MP Anna Soubry chaired the 
meeting. Questions were taken 
from the floor, including those 
relating to issues such as additional 
congestion on Ilkeston Road, the 
lack of discernable amendments to 
the infrastructure, unsuitability of 
site drainage and the lack of benefit 
to the community.

One gentleman said: “This is our 
green belt. What benefits do we 
receive as recompense for handing 
it over?”

Another gentleman said: “A 
number of these houses are 
supposed to be ‘affordable’ but if 
you look at the plans, you’ll see 
that they are four, five and six-
bedroomed. Who is going to be 
able to afford houses that big? We 
know who won’t be able to afford 
them – the very people that they’re 
supposed to be being built for.”

As angry voices were raised, Cllr 
Brian Wombwell, ward councillor 
for Stapleford North, said: “People 
are being told what they want to 
hear and some of it isn’t actually 
correct. Field Farm was taken 
off Broxtowe Borough Council’s 
Local Plan Review in 2003, when 
the council stated that safeguarded 
land – our green belt – should be 
reviewed ‘at a later date’. This is 
exactly what’s happening now.

“All councillors will say they 
don’t want to build on green belt,” 
he continued. “But the council has 
also been told by the government 
that they need to ascertain what the 
building requirements are within 
the borough, and these figures have 
to be submitted to the government.”

He added that the council had 
examined all the land available 
within the borough for housing 
potential.

Before the meeting closed, Cllr 
Wombwell advised the members 
of STRAG: “When you write 
your letters of objection to the 
council’s planning department 
commenting on the developer’s 
application, make sure that you 
factually challenge the information 
contained.

“Huffing and puffing will be of 
no use whatsoever,” he ended.

Campaign to save 
green belt land
between Stapleford
and Trowell
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News in Brief

Highways Agency to 
resurface the A453

ROAD users will benefit from 
safer and smoother driving 
conditions as a result of 
forthcoming resurfacing and 
renewal works on the A453 
between M1 Junction 24 and the 
Crusader island.

The work will involve the 
resurfacing of the A453 and the 
renewal of road markings and 
studs. Work will start on January 
22 and finish in February, and 
all work will take place at night 
to reduce disruption for road 
users. Diversions will be clearly 
signposted.

Highways Agency project 
manger Len Murray said: “We 
are working closely with the 
local authorities and transport 
providers, and we have planned 
the work carefully in order to keep 
disruption to the minimum. We 
will endeavour to complete the 
work as quickly and as efficiently 
as possible, and we are carrying it 
out overnight to reduce the impact 
on road users.”

For more information on the 
works, people can contact the 
Highways Agency Information 
Line on 0300 123 500.

Rooting out poorly 
performing teachers

PLANS to make it easier for 
head teachers in England to sack 
under-performing teachers have 
been welcomed by Cllr Philip 
Owen, Nottinghamshire County 
Council’s Cabinet Member for 
Children and Young People’s 
Services.

In straightforward cases, poor 
teachers could be removed within 
nine weeks instead of the current 
minimum of 24 weeks.

Cllr Owen said: “I welcome any 
move that improves the quality 
of teaching within schools and 
if this includes rooting out our 
underperforming teachers, then I 
support it. But I must also point 
out that it is a small minority 
of teachers who fall into this 
category. Nevertheless, a poor 
teacher can permanently damage 
the opportunities of a significant 
number of children during their 
school life.”

The plans are scheduled to go 
ahead from September and will 
also include annual checks on all 
teachers to ensure they are up to 
scratch, and will lift any limit on 
the amount of time that can be 
spent on observing lessons.

A BEESTON woman has received 
a 12 month Community Penalty 
with a condition of 40 hours 
unpaid work after falsely claiming 
more than £5,500 in Income 
Support and Housing and Council 
Tax benefit over a seven month 
period.

Lisa Marie Cyrek, of Beech 
Avenue, Beeston Rylands, pleaded 
guilty to three offences under the 
Social Security Administration 
Act 1992 at Nottingham 
Magistrates Court, involving 

Community Penalty for benefit cheat
claims for Income Support and 
Housing and Council Tax benefit 
between October 13, 2010 and 
May 6, 2011.

On her claim forms, Ms Cyrek 
failed to declare that she was 
living with a partner whilst 
claiming to be a single person in 
receipt of Job Seekers’ Allowance.

An investigation by Broxtowe 
Borough Council revealed that 
her partner had given Ms Cyrek’s 
address as his home address 
since October 18, 2009. The 

FORMER cabinet minister David 
Blunkett is to visit Chilwell for 
a public meeting where he will 
talk about Labour’s alternative to 
austerity and the challenge of a 
post-coalition Britain.

In addition, he will reflect on his 
experiences in public life over the 
past 40 years.

The meeting will be chaired by 
Nick Palmer, Broxtowe’s former 
MP, and is open to members of 
the public, who will have the 
opportunity to put their questions 
to Mr Blunkett.

Former cabinet minister David 
Blunkett to speak in Chilwell

Mr Blunkett – who served 
as Home Secretary, Education 
Secretary and Work and Pensions 
Secretary in Tony Blair’s 
government – will share his 
views on the performance of the 
government and the rebuilding of 
trust and support.

Nick Palmer said: “A great 
many voters are already 
disillusioned with the coalition 
government but it’s not enough 
just to oppose. Voters want 
to know what the alternatives 

defendant herself had confirmed 
that her partner was resident at 
the property in connection with 
another matter.

As a result of her claims, she 
received £1890.70 in Income 
Support and £3,696.70 in Housing 
and Council Tax Benefit.

Ms Cyrek pleaded guilty to all 
offences. She was sentenced to 
a 12 month Community Penalty 
with a condition of 40 hours 
unpaid work and ordered to pay 
£50 towards the prosecution costs.

are, and we’ve asked David 
Blunkett to talk about strategies 
and respond to questions. I’m 
looking forward to chairing the 
meeting and contributing my own 
comments on the way forward.”

The fund-raising meeting will 
be held at 7.30pm on Thursday, 
February 2 at Inham Nook 
Methodist Church in Pearson 
Avenue, Chilwell. Suggested 
donations are £5 for the waged 
and £2 for the unwaged.

Oustanding achievements celebrated 
at conference by nursery group
ON SATURDAY January 
14, ‘Children 1st’ at Breedon 
House Nurseries celebrated an 
outstanding 2011 for the company, 
recognising the efforts made by 
its 393-strong workforce at their 
annual conference held at the 
Doubletree Sheffield Park Hotel.

It has been a fantastic year for 
the East Midlands based company, 
after winning the prestigious 
Business of the Year award for 
Nottinghamshire and Excellence 
in People Development award 
for Derbyshire, presented by the 
Derbyshire & Nottinghamshire 
Chamber of Commerce (DNCC).

Four nurseries within the 

group received glowing 
reports following recent 
Ofsted inspections, gaining 
an ‘Outstanding’ rating in all 
areas for their excellent nursery 
care and education. Toton and 
Grantham, Main Street nurseries 
were awarded the outstanding 
grade, with Ofsted reports 
commenting on the exceptional 
staff and excellent levels of care 
provided to children in their care.

Late last year, ‘Children 1st’ 
added to its growing number 
by acquiring two Stoke-based 
nurseries, which takes the family 
run nursery group to a total of 
15 settings throughout the East 

Midlands and now Staffordshire.

Due to the consistent training 
and development of its teams, 
Jacqui Mason Managing Director 
said,  “We are able to grow our 
group knowing that our ethos, 
culture and passion for
providing the highest quality of 
provision and learning 
experiences continues to be 
embedded in our everyday 
practice by our long serving 
childcare and management teams. 
‘Children 1st’ are passionate about 
their people and support them to 
be the best they can.”
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Charity Collection

THE Rotary Club of Stapleford and Sandiacre collected 
at Bardills Garden Centre throughout the weekends of 
December 2011: on the 3rd and 4th, 10th and 11th, and 17th 
and 18th, in order to raise funds for the charity account from 
which local and international charities are helped.

President Mr Paul Clements said: “We collected £1572.23 at 
Bardills in December, and we would like to thank everyone 
who donated to our fundraising effort.”

Chance to meet the management of the 
Beeston Rylands Hindu Temple

BEESTON Rylands councillors Steve Barber and Frank 
Prince have called a meeting for residents to meet the 
management of the Hindu Temple on West Crescent, Beeston 
Rylands. This will take place on Thursday, February 2 at 
6pm at the Hindu Temple, 10a West Crescent.

Residents wishing to attend are asked to follow the 
Temple’s travel code and either walk, use the Number 18 bus 
or park elsewhere and walk. All welcome.

Royal Engineers to run charity cycle event
BETWEEN March 1 and March 6, personnel from the 
Royal Engineers serving with the 73 Engineer Regiment 
(Volunteers) based at Chesterfield intend to cycle the 
equivalent distance from Nottingham to Camp Bastion, 
Afghanistan, which is a total of 6000 kilometres. They will 
replicate the distance by using cycling machines.

They need to cover at least 1000 kilometres each day to 
reach their goal, and the event will take place over a six-day 
period in five different cities around the region.

On Tuesday, March 6, they will be at the Tesco Extra 
Store, Toton, situated outside Chilwell Station.

Ten personnel from the regiment will be involved in the 
event with five cycle machines set up at the station. Each 
day’s cycling will be for eight hours, with each individual 
needing to cover 25 km per hour. 

 The cycle event will raise funds for The Soliders' Charity, 
which gives lifetime support to soldiers, former soldiers and 
their families. We’ll bring you more details when timings are 
confirmed, etc. For now, make a note in your diary!

Beeston Library closes 
temporarily for essential 
maintenance works
BEESTON Library has 
closed temporarily for 
four weeks for essential 
maintenance works.

However, 
Nottinghamshire County 
Council says the time 
will also be used to help 
improve the facilities for 
the public. One of the major 
improvements will be to 
relocate the children’s area 
of the library to the ground 
floor. 

The library in Foster 
Avenue closed on Monday, 
January 16 and will remain 
closed until Saturday, 
February 11. The essential 
works involve an upgrade 
of the emergency lighting 
in the ground floor and 
first floor areas. The safe 
removal of a small amount 
of asbestos in the roof space 
will also be carried out as 
part of the works. 

The library is scheduled 
to re-open on Monday, 
February 13. 

Gill Rockett, the county 
council’s Librarian, South 
Broxtowe and Gedling, 
said: “The repair works 
are necessary to improve 
the lighting in the building 
and we will be using 
the time wisely to make 
improvements to the layout 
of the building to benefit the 
public. 

“Following a review of 
the current set-up, we are 
moving the children’s area 
downstairs to make it more 
accessible and visible to 
the public. The existing 
downstairs exhibition space 
is likely to move upstairs as 
a result. 

“We are grateful for 
people’s patience in the 
coming weeks and look 
forward to opening the 

doors to an enhanced 
library service on Monday, 
February 13.” 

Library users can 
visit libraries, including 
Stapleford, in the period 
of Beeston’s closure to 
renew books or seek other 
information. The ‘Ask 
Libraries’ telephone number 
for all library enquiries is 
0845 026 7972. 

Opening Hours 
at Beeston
From February 13, opening 
hours remain as: 

Monday 9am to 7.30pm 

Tuesday 9am to 7pm 

Wednesday 9am to 7.30pm 

Thursday 9am to 1pm 

Friday 9am to 7pm 

Saturday 9am to 4pm 

Sunday Closed

BROXTOWE Borough 
has shown its support to 
the local Armed Forces 
community by officially 
signing a Community 
Covenant pledge alongside 
representatives from 
the Broxtowe Borough 
partnership, Beeston BID, 
Voluntary Action Broxtowe 
and the borough’s civilian 
community. 

The signing of the 
covenant took place at 
the Town Hall on Foster 

Avenue earlier in January. 
Brigadier Andrew Williams, 
Commander 49 (E) Brigade, 
Chetwynd Barracks, 
Chilwell, together with 
representatives from the 
services in Nottinghamshire 
and beyond, reciprocated on 
behalf of the military.

The Armed Forces 
Community Covenant is 
part of a national initiative 
to promote greater 
understanding between the 
local armed forces and the 

civilian communities.

Leader of the Council, 
Cllr Milan Radulovic, 
said: “I believe that this 
Community Covenant will 
help to link our local forces 
and the wider community 
in which they live and work 
to reinforce the council’s 
message and the corporate 
priority of bringing people 
together.”

The council hopes that the 
Covenant will provide an 
opportunity to 

build on existing good 
work, such as the ‘Heroes 
Welcome’ discount scheme 
in Beeston town centre.

On January 11, the 
council’s Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee met 
to discuss other ways of 
working to achieve the 
aims of the Covenant. The 
committee’s findings will 
be reported to the cabinet 
with a view to them being 
adopted by the council.

Broxtowe shows support 
for local armed forces

103 years young!
DINAH Rowlson celebrated her 103rd birthday on Saturday, 
January 7 at Falcon House,  Middle Street, Beeston, with a 
visit from the Mayor of Broxtowe, Cllr Jacky Williams.

The Mayor was accompanied by her escort, Mrs Brenda 
Houldsworth, and the civic party presented Mrs Rowlson 
with an attractive basket of fresh flowers before spending 
time chatting to the birthday girl.
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A bee in your bonnet or a comment to make? Have your say here…
IF you want to express your opinion or comment on anything that affects us as a community, this is the place to do it. Be it a 
bouquet or a brickbat, let’s hear it. But please keep your letters short. We do reserve the right to cut letters to fit if necessary. 
If you contact The Beeston Express by email (see panel on page 2), remember to include your home address.

Where to collect 
your

Beeston Express
Please note that this list is 

regularly updated.

ATTENBOROUGH
Attenborough Nature Centre

Barton Lane
***

Attenborough Service Station
5 Nottingham Road

BEESTON
Beeston News

86 High Road, Beeston
***

Chilwell Road News
86A Chilwell Road, Beeston

***
Co-op Food Store

291 Queens Road, Beeston
***

G & A Middleton
99 Central Avenue, Beeston

***
Hiral Newsagent

148 Wollaton Road, Beeston
***

Post News
38 The Square, Beeston

***
Sainsbury's

Stoney Street, Beeston
***

Sangha Newsagent
182 Queens Road, Beeston

***
Tesco

Station Road, Beeston
***

W H Smith
High Road, Beeston

BEESTON RYLANDS
Arun Food & News

154 Meadow Road, Rylands

***
County Stores

57-59 Trafalgar Road, Rylands
***

Discount Food & Wine
46 Lilac Crescent, Rylands

***
BRAMCOTE

M&N News
40a Sevenoaks Crescent, 

Bramcote Hills

CHILWELL
Bains News

Bramcote Avenue, Chilwell
***

Bramcote Lane Stores
181 Bramcote Lane, Chilwell

***
Chetwynd Stores

8-10 Chetwynd Road, Chilwell
***

Sunnyside Post Office
Sunnyside Road, Inham Nook

STAPLEFORD
Co-op Food Store

41 – 57 Derby Road, Stapleford
***

Wilsons News
7 Pasture Road, Stapleford

TOTON
Toton News & Off Licence

79 High Road, Toton

Express Letters

Ordering The Beeston Express
To the Newsagent:
Commencing February 3, 2012, please reserve               
copies of each issue of The Beeston Express for me, at 
25p per copy, until further notice. I will make my own 
arrangements with you for collection and payment.

Name

Address

   

   Post Code

NEXT ISSUE
Your next

Beeston Express 
will be published on

February 3
Are you sure we’re all 

in this together?
DEAR EDITOR: I wonder if our 
Tory MP, Anna Soubry, is under 
orders from the prime minister to 
constantly promote his idea that, 
‘We’re all in this together’. This 
was certainly the tone of her latest 
‘Between you and me’ column 
(Issue 211), in which Anna talked 
about the ‘gloomy year’ that many 
of us face.

“2012 is going to be a tough 
year for many people,” she told 
us. “People are worried about jobs 
and paying their bills.”

But WHICH people? Well, 
Anna herself shouldn’t be 
worried, on her £65,738 salary 
plus expenses and allowances. 
Most of the 23 members of David 

Finding a home 
for Wilkos

DEAR EDITOR: Regarding 
Wilkos. You suggest a temporary 
building on the Foster Avenue car 
park. There are two buildings 
nearby which seem to be of little 
use and would adequately house 
Beeston’s favourite store; the 
council offices and the town hall.

The present occupiers have 
completely failed to find 
alternative accommodation for 
Wilkos or do anything about The 
Square, despite it being known for 
years that the tram is coming.

Javid Kayani
Elm Ave, Beeston

Mark those 
achievements

DEAR EDITOR: Every year we 
celebrate the outstanding 
achievements of thousands of 
remarkable adults who have 
transformed their lives, and often 
the lives of their families and 
communities, through learning.

The Adult Learners’ Week 
Awards are open to anyone aged 
19 or over (or over 16 if they have 
had a break of three years from 
formal education) and recognise 
people with incredible learning 
stories which will inspire other 
adults to improve their own lives.

Nominations for this year’s 
awards in England are open until 
5pm on Friday, January 27, 2012.

Give your learners, or someone 
you know, the recognition they 
deserve for their incredible 
learning achievements. More 
details are available by calling 
NIACE on 0116 204 4200 or at 
www.alw.org.uk. 

Nominations can be completed 
online and everyone nominated 
for an award receives a certificate.

Richard Crabb
Adult Learners’ Week Team

NIACE
21 De Montfort Street

Leicester, LE1 7GE
(0116) 204 4200

Change so soon
DEAR EDITOR: It’s a bit late in 
the day to be complaining about 
the tram, but I did not realise how 
it would affect my way of life 
until I was told that the Wilkinson 
and Argos shops were due to be 
demolished so soon.

Wilkinson is one of the most 
visited shops in Beeston, selling 
all the useful things for the house 
and, to a certain extent, Argos is 
as well. For the poorer people, 
they are inexpensive. I cannot 
think whose fault it is that we 
are losing them: Henry Boot 
plc, Broxtowe Borough Council 
or the owners themselves, but 
they will be sorely missed. I 
am in formaed that Wilko's 
could return in two years' time 
when, you say, Beeston will be a 
thriving shopping centre again. 
Most people in Beeston doubt it. 
In two years' time, people will 
have adapated to another way of 
shopping. The tram will stop at a 
garden centre, Bardill's, and that 
is a dead end. However, a few 
people might benefit. I think Long 

Eaton will most probably start 
to thrive again. Beeston will be 
a ghost town for a long time, if 
not forever. Charity shops, estate 
agents, restaurants and shops that 
quickly come and go are there at 
the moment.

I realise that we have to accept 
change but will it be for the 
better? I am 90 this year and I 
know that I will not see the result. 
I had hoped that I would have a 
peaceful few years left but, with 
all the trauma that we are living 
in, it is worse than the 1920s and 
it is not to be; all the technical 
progress is not for people as they 
grow older. I have tried to keep 
up with the times, learning the 
computer, but there are really no 
facilities for most of the elderly.

If you had a referendum for the 
middle aged onwards, they would 
have said “no” to the tram.

Iris Baker
The Dovecotes, Beeston

A gloomy year ahead 
for Beeston?

DEAR EDITOR: Your article: 
“Clearing a path for the tram,” 
(Jan 6 p1) signalled a gloomy start 
to the new year for Beeston:

1. Destruction of the town 
square, which may not be an 
architectural masterpiece but 
is a pedestrian square that can 
be sat in, hung about in, used a 
a square should be. When the 
trams run across, it will be just 
another dangerous road.

     It’s not as if these trams are 
nice to look at – plain grey and 
black like the continental ones 
– these are so covered in garish 
advertising that they resemble 
moving graffiti.

2. The heart sinks to read that trees 
are to be felled, open spaces 
fenced in and more water and 
sewage works to be done. We 
had months of disruption not 
long ago for sewage works in 
Cator Lane.

3. Loss of one of our most popular 
shops, Wilkos.

4. All this, plus the usual time and 
cost over-runs, and for what? The 
City Council attempting to get 
more shoppers into Nottingham 
– which looks more and more 
like a rather run-down third 
world township.

David Cutting
Turnberry Close, Bramcote

Cameron’s cabinet are already 
multi-millionaires, so they’re 
probably not struggling too much. 
Stephen Hester, the boss of RBS 
bank (which is 83 percent owned 
by ‘us’), was paid a total of £7.75 
million in 2010. Luxury goods 
are selling well: Bentley cars, for 
example, recently announced a 37 
percent increase in sales.

What Anna studiously ignores 
in her column – and what we all 
know – is very interesting: only 
SOME people are suffering as 
a result of the economic crisis 
caused by bankers and their 
reckless gambling. The rich are 
getting richer, and those at the 
very top are doing better than 
ever.

Anna also claims that, 
“whatever the colour of the 
government, we would be 
suffering the effects of substantial 
cuts in public expenditure, the 
continuing crisis in the EuroZone, 
and the general downturn in the 
world economy.”

This just isn’t true: a Green 
government would have made 
the bankers pay for their own 
mess, legislated against ridiculous 
bonuses, collected taxes properly 
from big business to prevent any 
need for cuts in essential services, 
and created a million new jobs in 
social care and green energy.

It seems that Anna hasn’t read 
the Green Party manifesto. I 
suggest that, next time she’s in 
the House, Anna has a chat with 
Green MP Caroline Lucas. 

I’m sure that Caroline would be 
very happy to discuss our party’s 
positive, radical, realistic policies.

Gareth Gee
Green Party member
UCU union member
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Buzz

THE Free Ranger lives 
in Attenborough, but asks 
to remain anonymous so 
that he can share his 
opinions freely about 
local matters that affect 
all of us.

Please remember, 
however, that the 
opinions he expresses 
are his own, and do not 
necessarily reflect those 
of The Beeston Express. 
If you wish to comment, 
please write to the 
address on page 2.

Roger Wilko and Out
“IF it ever comes to 
Beeston I will put the house 
on the market straight away 
and move. But it never 
will.” 

I did not have the heart to 
hand the person in question 
the details of the nearest 
estate agents or make an 
offer on their rather nice 
bungalow there and then. 
But that was the comment 
I overheard from one 
resident of Attenborough 
last week about the tram. 
Like a good many others, 
they too have obviously 
been sleep walking into the 
start of the project.

The tram project started 
last week with trees being 
removed, some of which, it 
turns out, would have fallen 
down if they had not been 
chopped down as they were 
so rotten through the trunk. 
But what has come to pass 
since the trees started to 
fall is the number of other 
people running for cover 
and not from falling trees. 

The Free Ranger...
Our monthly columnist shares his thoughts with us…

I am of course referring to 
the fallout from the Wilko’s 
debacle. 

For those not in the know, 
the tram project will be 
compulsory purchasing the 
Wilkinson shop site in a few 
months and the shop has 
been given notice to quit. 
Intention of Statutory notice 
was given to the shop in 
2007 so they have had five 
years! Suddenly, Wilkos has 
turned round and realised 
they have nowhere to go 
and Beeston may lose one 
of its best shops. So why 
has this happened?

Well, as we all know, 
The Square is up for 
redevelopment, but for five 
continual years various 
senior politicians have gone 
around saying, ‘we will 
make sure the tram never 
comes to Beeston’ which 

has eroded confidence. The 
county council tried it, just 
over a year ago our MP 
went to see the Transport 
Minister to tell him to 
stop the project; political 
campaigns have been won 
and lost on the subject.

Well, they have all failed 
and now it’s happening. So 
after all this failed hype, 
not surprisingly some has 
been taken at its word (like 
my friend in Attenborough) 
no one has reacted. The 
developer of The Square 
in Beeston has, as far as 
my perception goes, done 
nothing about linking into 
the tram. The borough 
council has been so quiet 
on the subject of the Square 
redevelopment recently that 
it’s been deafening. Sources 
have alleged that Wilkos 
never thought the tram 

would happen so it seems 
they have done nothing 
about moving, which, if true, 
is a mistake by its senior 
management (if you ask me, 
Wilkos has never been the 
same since it stopped selling 
nails by weight). It’s not that 
long ago that the Somerfield 
shop was languishing empty, 
dragging the whole shopping 
precinct down. This would 
have been a perfect site 
for Wilkos to move to 
but they’ve blown it. The 
excellent bargain shop has 
moved in and Wilkinson’s 
will disappear with their 
compensation from the 
tram project, which is scant 
comfort for their employees. 

The only people able to 
walk away after all this 
without egg on their faces 
are the tram promoters, 
the city council, who have 

IF you are wondering how 
the new year can bring 
more happiness, health and 
satisfaction – get out the 
gardening books and start 
planning for the coming 
growing season.

By thinking ahead, you’ll 
banish the winter blues and 
be prepared for the warming 
of the soil and the seeds that 
will be planted during 2012.

More and more people 
are enjoying the benefits of 
‘growing their own’. These 
benefits include healthy 
light exercise, saving 
money, a better diet, a great 
sense of achievement and 
something really tasty and 
fresh to enjoy as an end 
product.

The benefits are huge but 
for many people the barriers 
seem even bigger. No 
garden, very little time, no 
knowledge or experience, 
young children, mobility 
problems…?

Growing your own
If growing your own 
vegetables appeals to you 
but you don’t know where 
to start, look no further. 
Whatever barriers there may 

have been, Stapleford’s 
local community allotment, 
Dig In, offers the chance to 
change all that.

‘Dig In’ is Stapleford’s 
very own community 
allotment, run by local 
people for local people. 
Based at the Albany 
Allotments site on 
Pasture Road, it offers 
lots of planting space, 
knowledge, experience 
and the opportunity to 
grow together in a friendly 
and helpful environment. 
It is open to all and is 
completely free; all the 
tools, seeds and everything 
you need to get gardening 
are provided, whatever your 
age or level of ability. 

Local volunteer Kathy 
Holmes explained: “We 
have people coming to 
the site from a variety of 
backgrounds and with 
different levels of 
growing experience. 
It doesn’t matter if 
you don’t know 
where to start, 
volunteers help 
each other out and 
we all work together. 
We run regular 

Wednesday and Saturday 
sessions at the site between 
10am and 12 noon, which 
are open to all who want to 
get involved.

“Everyone who takes part 
takes something away with 
them. That might mean new 
skills to try in their own 
garden or plants to grow 
at home on the patio or 
balcony or in the yard.

“To others it can mean 
new friendships and 
achievements and, of course, 
absolutely the freshest food 
around. So be quick off 
the mark in 2012 and get 
growing with Dig In.”

For more information, call 
Kathy on 07943 700 302. 
Alternatively, take a look at: 
www.diginstapleford.org.uk

Veggie, steady, go…

rightly said: “You’ve had 
five years to sort this out.”

So here we are, faced with 
a once-in-a-lifetime project 
that will give Beeston a 
chance to sort The Square 
out – and it looks like our 
local politicians have blown 
it already.

Here’s a challenge to 
them: show us that you’re 
not like the rotten trees 
about to topple; find a site 
for Wilkos and go public on 
what’s happening with The 
Square development.

If you can’t, then 
apologise for yet another 
missed opportunity due to 
political posturing and short-
termism.

Broxtowe Borough 
Council, it’s time you 
showed some vision for 
Beeston!

THE Pearson Centre for 
Young People is gearing up 
to perform its 62nd annual 
pantomime, Snow White, 
from Wednesday, January 25 
to Saturday, January 28 at 
their premises on Nuart Road, 
Beeston.

The cast comprises of 
club members from 17th 
Nottingham Boys’ Brigade 
and 30th Nottingham Girls’ 
Brigade. The cast is pleased 
to welcome many new faces 
in the chorus line, whilst 
seeing a number of members 
taking on more senior roles. 
Spokesperson Wendy Cole 
said: “This year, we have a 
new Principal Boy – Emily 
Owen, who plays the part of 
Prince Charming, with Ellie 
Green performing the role of 
Principal Girl –Snow White.

“We are also pleased to 
announce that we have a new 
fairy, this role to be performed 
by Amber Hayday.”

Producer and director 
Martin Collins said: “We are 
really looking forward to this 
pantomime, particularly as we 
have a few members who will 

be taking on principal roles 
for their first time. It is great 
to have been able to make 
promotions, enabling them 
to perform these more senior 
roles.

“With a number of new 
cast members, rehearsals 
have become more intense. 
However, the young people 
have risen to the challenge 
and are putting 110 percent 
into the rehearsals. We are 
hoping that we will have full 
houses, particularly as we 
have such fantastic premises 
to go with this production, 
which we have produced and 
performed only once before.”

Tickets are available now 
priced at: Adults: £4.50; 
children and OAP’s: £3.50; 
family (two adults and two 
children) £12.00;

Performances commence 
at 7.15 pm, Saturday matinee 
at 2.30 pm.

Tickets can be obtained 
from The Pearson Centre, 
2 Nuart Road, Beeston; by 
phone on (0115) 925 4112 or 
by e-mail at enquiries@thep
earsoncentre.org.uk

Snow White
Wednesday, January 25 – 
Saturday, January 28 at
The Pearson Centre for Young People

Top books 
for children 

in Notts 
libraries 
revealed

LIBRARIES across 
Nottinghamshire are getting 
ready for National Libraries 
Day on February 4 (perhaps 
not Beeston – see page 3) 
and a list of some of the 
most sought-after books for 
children has been revealed.

Librarians have been 
able to indicate some of the 
most borrowed children's 
books cross the 60 libraries 
managed by the County 
Council, resulting in a ‘top 
five’ books that includes:

• The Kipper the Dog 
series by Mick Inkpen 
(board books ages 0 - 5);

• The Gruffalo by Julia 
Donaldson (picture books, 
ages 0 - 7);

• Diary of a Wimpy Kid 
by Jeff Kinney (younger 
children's fiction, ages 7-9)

• Tracey Beaker by 
Jacqueline Wilson (older 
children's fiction, ages 9 - 12)

• The Simpsons or titles 
by Darren Shan (teen 
fiction).
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CUSTOMERS at 
Sainsbury’s Beeston have 
until Tuesday, February 14 
to nominate an individual or 
team they feel is deserving 
of carrying the Paralympic 
Flame in 2012, a once-in-a 
lifetime opportunity.

The nationwide 
nomination campaign by 
the national supermarket 
to enter the London 2012 
Paralympic Torch Relay 
began on Wednesday, 
January 11 in stores across 
the country, including 
Beeston. Customers at 
Sainsbury’s Beeston have 
their final opportunity 
to nominate teams or 

individuals to be part of the 
London 2012 Paralympic 
Torch Relay.

The Beeston store, 
situated in Stoney Street, 
has launched it’s public 
nomination campaign as 
part of the last of three 
campaigns run by the 
London 2012 Paralympic 
Torch Relay Presenting 
Partners. This final 
campaign gives customers 
the chance to nominate a 
team or individual from 
their local community 
whom they feel has inspired 
them.

Sebastian Coe, Chair 
of the London Organising 

Committee of the Olympic 
Games and Paralympic 
Games (LOCOG), said: 
“All around the UK there 
are teams or individuals 
that embody the Paralympic 
values and who make a 
difference to the lives of 
others. The London 2012 
Paralympic Torch Relay 
aims to recognise the 
contribution of some of 
these amazing people.

“The Sainsbury’s 
nomination process is the 
final of the three campaigns 
run by our Paralympic Torch 
Relay Presenting Partners, 
so if there is a team or 
individual in Beeston 

that you feel deserves 
recognition for their 
contribution, I encourage 
you to nominate them.”

One hundred places are 
available for customers 
through the Sainsbury’s 
nomination campaign. 
They will then have the 
opportunity to carry the 
Paralympic Flame on a 
very special 24-hour relay 
from Stoke Mandeville in 
Aylesbury, the spiritual 
home of the Paralympic 
Movement, to the Olympic 
Park in Stratford, East 
London, where the Flame 
will be used to officially 
open the Paralympic Games. 

The relay will take place 
overnight from August 28 
to 29.

Sainsbury’s Beeston Store 
Manager, Mick Hart, said: 
“This a great opportunity for 
our customers in Beeston 
to get involved in the 
build up to the Paralympic 
Games, which will involve 
local athletes including 
Paralympian Alex Jewitt. 
To have the opportunity of 
carrying the Paralympic 
Flame and help launch this 
year’s games would be a 
great honour for either an 
individual or a team from 
Beeston. We’re looking 
for nominations of people 

who have really made a 
difference by inspiring 
those around them. It’s 
quick and easy to nominate, 
and we hope the process 
is a big success with our 
customers.”

Sainsbury’s Beeston 
customers can make their 
nominations by picking up 
a leaflet in-store, by calling 
the helpline on 01299 
382 074 or by visiting 
www.sainsburys.co.uk/
paralympictorchrelay.

Nominations close on 
Tuesday, February 14.

ʻOnce in a lifetime  ̓opportunity to 
carry the Paralympic flame

THE annual Benevolent 
Service, led by minister 
Rev Colin Barrett, was 
held at Chilwell Road 
Methodist Church, Beeston 
on Sunday, January 15.

The service included 
recognition of the work of 
the Beeston Benevolent 
Society and the fundraising 
for REAP India, the Church 
Charity of 2011. The Mayor 
of Broxtowe, Cllr Jacky 
Williams, thanked the 
church for all it does for the 
local community and for 
its charitable work before 
presenting the cheque for 
REAP India.

Rachael Brough, who, 
with her mother Heather, 
had proposed REAP India 
as the 2011 charity, thanked 
the church for the £11,744 
that had been raised. The 
money is being used in 
Andhra Pradesh to support 
a day care centre for 
children and a home for the 
elderly.

Neville Bostock then 
spoke about the work of the 
Benevolent Society, which 
was started in 1826 to help 
people in need. Its income 
comes mainly from the 
Beeston Methodist Carol 
Choir, which sings in some 
local residential homes and 
on the streets of Beeston 
and Chilwell during the 
Christmas period and 
recently raised more than 
£800. The carol choir sang 
two of its traditional carols 
during the benevolent 
service.

2012 Church Charity
Stonebridge City Farm, 
based in St Ann’s, 
Nottingham, has been 
chosen as the Church 
Charity for 2012. Two 
members of the education 
team at the inner city farm, 
Stephen Gee and Marie 
Rogers, introduced the 
farm’s work to church 
members.

Set up in the late 1970s, 
Stonebridge City Farm 
recently celebrated its 
thirtieth anniversary. Its 
ideals include providing 
a much-needed green 
space in an inner city 
environment, sustainable 
buildings, a distinct local 
identity and people who 
care for and respect the 
community.

The site is free to visit 
and accessible to all 
– families with young 
children, people with 
disabilities and parties from 
schools and colleges.

Visitors can just drop by, 
perhaps to pet or feed some 
of the animals, or there are 
courses and special events 
available, for example 
for beekeepers or people 
interested in horticulture.

A Benevolent Service at 
Chilwell Road

WORK has started on an 
£800,000 improvement 
scheme at the Barncroft Day 
Services centre in Chilwell.

Nottinghamshire County 
Council (NCC) is totally 
transforming the centre at 
Sunnyside Road as part of a 
£6 million modernisation of 
day services based across the 
county.

The interior of the building 
will be completely revamped 
as part of the refurbishment, 
and will include:

• New toilets, showers and 
changing facilities with 
adaptations for use by 
older people and people 
with disabilities

• Reconfigured building 
layout to give flexibility 
of use

• New secure and controlled 
entrance doors

• General maintenance 
throughout the building

By the end of the 
modernisation programme, 
the centre will be used 
by people throughout the 
Broxtowe district. Once 
complete, about 180 people 

will use the centre every 
week in addition to those 
using the refurbished day 
service building at Middle 
Street, Beeston.

The refurbishment will 
allow the county council 
to offer a range of facilities 
to all service user groups, 
including the elderly, people 
with physical disabilities 
and people with learning 
disabilities. New services 
include the addition of a 
salon for hair and beauty 
treatments.

The building will also be 
available for use by the wider 
community, with groups able 
to hire rooms for meetings 
and activities.

The building is scheduled 
to be reopened in summer, 
but in the meantime, 
Barncroft users are being 
accommodated at the 
Chilwell Scout centre, 
Pastures Church, Middle 
Street day services base 
and the Beeston Youth and 
Community Centre.

The modernisation comes 
after NCC carried out a 
review of its Day Services 

across the county. This 
found that Day Services 
were not making efficient 
use of buildings, found to be 
operating at an average of 
39 percent of capacity.

Following the programme 
of building improvements 
across the county, day 
services will operate from 
14 modern multi-purpose 
centres, including Barncroft 
and Middle Street, Beeston.

Cllr Kevin Rostance, 
Cabinet Member for Adult 
Social Care and Health at 
NCC, said: “(This) 
investment in Barncroft will 
make a huge difference for 
users and is the first in our 
countywide upgrade of day 
services buildings.

“With the pressure on 
budgets we have had to be 
resourceful and imaginative 
with our review of Day 
Service provision. When 
all the improvements have 
been made and everyone has 
settled in at their new-look 
venue, I am confident we will 
provide a better, more modern 
service in more welcoming 
surroundings.”

£800,000 revamp for 
Barncroft Day Services
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FOOTBALLER Jason Lee 
arrived at Chilwell School 
on January 10 to present 
certificates to pupils who 
had made their mark with 
the school’s ‘Attitude to 
Learning’ awards and at the 
same time, the club donated 
20 pairs of tickets 
for Nottingham Forest’s 
home game against 
Southampton on Saturday, 
January 14.

The Year 9 students 
assembled in the school 
theatre to receive their 
certificates from the ex-
Forest striker who, in a 
motivational-style talk ahead 
of a question and answer 

session, encouraged the 
young people, particularly 
the girls, to take part in sport.

“Go out and play,” he 
said. “There are plenty of 
professionals within the 
women’s side of games and 
remember that Nottingham 
Forest sends scouts out. 
That’s how new talent is 
found and you never know, 
it might just be your day one 
day.”

Linking in with the 
‘Attitude to Learning’ theme 
of the event, Jason was asked 
about his life before football 
and how much of an impact 
football had had on his life.

“You may laugh,” he said 
in answer to the ripple of 
laughter that ran around 
the theatre at what some of 
the students clearly thought 
was a naïve and predictable 
question. “But the question 
is certainly connected to 
learning, if indirectly. I 
knew at a young age that I 
wanted to be a professional 
footballer, and I had to learn 
how to give things up in 
order to focus, to forego 
alcohol and cigarettes at a 
time when my peers would 
have been enjoying them. 
I had to deal with jealousy 
from around the age of 15 
and the mental desire to 

become that footballer and 
to stay driven was very 
important.”

Jason Lee’s football career 
started with Charlton Athletic 
when he was 19 in 1989. He 
moved to Lincoln City and 
later, to Southend United. 
He played for Forest for 
four years between 1994 and 
1997 and has since played 
for other local clubs: Notts 
County, Mansfield, Ilkeston 
Town and Arnold amongst 
others.

“One lesson I did learn 
in order to become a 
professional footballer was 
that the team’s success 

came ahead of any personal 
success. You learn to play as 
a team and it should become 
second nature to you. At the 
end of the day, Nottingham 
Forest is a good club, and 
I’ve always remained 
positive about them.”

A student asked Jason 
whom he would name as 
this country’s best player. 
“Wayne Rooney,” he said, 
“without a doubt. Rooney 
sometimes lets everyone 
down off the pitch when he 
really ought to know better, 
but he works very hard at 
his football when he’s on the 
pitch, and everyone knows 
that he does.”

Jason named Stan 
Collymore as the best 
footballer he’d ever played 
with.

Currently player/manager 
at Boston United, Jason Lee 
was accompanied to Chilwell 
School by Nottingham 
Forest’s commercial 
manager, Lawrie Dudfield.

In being presented with 
their ‘Attitude to Learning’ 
certificates in gold, silver or 
bronze categories, each of the 
award-winning students had 
their photograph taken with 
Jason Lee, a Nottingham 
Forest football hero in the 
mid-1990s.

Attitude rewarded at Chilwell 
School

Chinese New Year 
Celebrations
Saturday, January 28

FAMILIES are invited 
to see in the ‘Year of the 
Dragon’ as Chinese New 
Year celebrations take place 
with an all-day celebration 
of Chinese, Japanese and 
Tibetan culture in Beeston 
and Chilwell.

Broxtowe Borough 
Council will welcome local 
people to celebrate with 
a packed programme of 
activities between three 
sites between 10am and 
4pm on Saturday, January 
28. The all-day event, 
organised in partnership 
with the Beeston BID and 
Bartons, will take place at 
Broadgate Park, Beeston 
Square and Bartons at 63 
High Road, Chilwell.

The celebrations kick 
off in Beeston Square 
between 10am and 1pm 
and feature a family 
procession led by a geisha, 
marshall arts and kung fu 
demonstrations and dance 
performances. Families 
are invited to sample 

traditional Chinese food, 
enjoy live performances 
and be creative with brush 
painting, calligraphy, paper 
folding and dragon mask 
workshops are Bartons 
between 12 noon and 4pm.

Families can also claim a 
free gift from Beeston BID 
at Bartons by following 
the Chinese Lantern Trail 
through Beeston and 
Chilwell, collecting a stamp 
from each shop displaying 
lanterns in their window. 
Participants can collect their 
lantern trail instructions 
from the Gem Stars, who 
will be in Beeston square 
between 10am and 12 noon.

Celebrations in 
Beeston Square
10am – 1pm

10.00am  
Meet the Chinese God of 
Good Fortune

10.15am  
Traditional Lion Dance

10.30am  
The Mayor of Broxtowe, 
Cllr Jacky Williams, will 
open proceedings

10.35am  
Red Lantern Dance by 
Du Dan

10.40am 
Chinese Dance

10.50am 
Chinese New year 
family procession from 
Broadgate Park

10.50am 
Kung Fu demonstration

11.10am 
Chinese new year 
family procession in 
Beeston Square

11.15am 
School dance performance 
by pupils from Rylands 
Junior School

11.30am 
Dragon Dance by the 
Chinese Student and 
Scholars Association

11.45am 
Chinese Community 
Association Choir and 
Tai Chi Fan dance

12.10pm 
Diablo Performance

12.10pm 
Tibetan Dance by Du Dan

12.30pm 
Marshall arts demonstration 
by Chilwell Olympia 
Karate School

12.50pm 
Traditional Chinese 
Sword Dance

Beeston Chinese 
Lantern Trail
10am – 3.30pm

Follow the lantern trail 
through the town after 
collecting your lantern 
trail instructions and map 
from Beeston Square 
during the morning event 
between 10am and 1pm. 

Chinese Cultural 
Event
12 noon – 4pm

Bartons
63 High Road, Chilwell

Broxtowe Borough Council 
in partnership with Beeston 
BID and Bartons invites 
families and individuals 
to an afternoon of free 
interactive workshops and 
performances including:

• Chinese Arts and Crafts

• Chinese Brush Painting

• Calligraphy

• Chinese Paper Folding

• Dragon Mask workshop

• Introduction to the 
 Tea Ceremony

• Tai Chi workshop

12th Annual 
Holocaust 

Service
BROXTOWE’S Youth 
Mayor, Tilly Stone, will 
lead a special remembrance 
service to mark the 12th 
annual Holocaust Memorial 
Day in Bramcote Hills Park.

Religious and multi faith 
groups will join with the 
Mayor of Broxtowe, Cllr 
Jacky Williams, borough 
councillors, council 
employees, residents and 
young people in the park’s 
Walled Garden on Friday, 
January 27 at 11am.

Tilly will share her 
experience of a recent 
twinning visit to Auschwitz, 
the site of the former Nazi 
concentration camp where 
more than a million men, 
women and children were 
murdered during WW2.

Holocaust Memorial Day, 
which takes place on January 
27 each year, remembers 
those affected by the crimes 
against humanity committed 
during the Holocaust as well 
as in subsequent atrocities 
throughout the world.



Cat 
Meetings

There are no 
Community Action 

Team (CAT) meetings 
scheduled.
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Answers to 
General 

Knowledge Quiz 
on page 15:

1. The Mendips
2. Eucalyptus
3. Melbourne
4. The liver
5. A snake

6. ‘The Just So Stories’

Meeting People
The Meeting People column gives Beeston Express readers a brief insight into your local community group, 

and when and where it meets, and who to get in touch with for more details.

There is an annual subscription fee of £36 for 24 issues. If you would like your group to be 
included in the column, please apply for a subscription form using the contact details on page 2.

@ The Boundary: Friendship Club and Care & Share 
Meet on alternate Tuesdays, 2.30pm – 4pm at Boundary Road, 
Beeston. Craft Workshop meets in a home on Central Avenue, 

first Friday of every month, 10.30am – 12.30om. 
Everyone welcome. For more details, ring Barbara on 

0115 917 5624 or Pam on 0115 922 6453

Attenborough & Chilwell Women’s Club  
Every Wednesday at 7.30pm. Douglas Taylor Room, 
Attenborough Village Hall. Talks, quizzes, outings, 

demonstrations and fund raising. Ladies welcome from all 
areas. Call 0115 925 6337 for more details

Attenborough Parish Church (St Mary’s)  is open for 
coffee every Tuesday morning, 10.30am until 12 noon. 
This beautiful, ancient church on the edge of the nature 

reserve is well worth a visit. There is a prayer corner to sit 
and reflect, and to light a candle

Beeston & District Local History Society  Meets 3rd 
Wednesday every month 7.45pm in the Chilwell Memorial 

Hall, High Road, Chilwell. Talks by guest speakers of local & 
general historical interest. New members welcome. Contact 

0115 925 8913 or 0115 922 6971 for details

Beeston Players  
A friendly, local amateur dramatics group meeting Mondays, 

7.30pm, at Christ Church, Chilwell. Whether looking for acting 
or production roles, all very welcome. A variety of comedy and 

drama is covered in two plays per year. Visit www.beeston
players.org.uk or call Barbara on 0115 922 3977

Beeston Probus Club  
1st and 3rd Monday each month in the Girlguiding Beeston 

Divison HQ, West End, Beeston. 10am for 10.30am. 
A social club for retired professional and business men. 

Please contact (0115) 925 8727 for more details

Bramcote History Group  
Meets 3rd Monday each month, (except December).8pm in 

St. Michael's Church Centre, Church Street, Bramcote. Varied 
program of historical talks and other events. Visitors welcome. 

For details call 0115 925 1491

Broxtowe Ramblers  A friendly local group with walks to 
suit most abilities. There are walks every Sunday/Wednesday 

and occasional Saturdays. We offer a varied programme of 
walks from around five miles upwards in Nottinghamshire, 

Derbyshire and surrounding counties. 
For information, call Brian Palmer on 0115 922 9779 

or go to www.broxtoweramblers.co.uk

Chilwell Afternoon Townswomen’s Guild  
Meets 4th Tuesday of each month (not August) at 2pm at 

Chilwell Road Methodist Church, Beeston. New members 
welcome. Call Mrs J Hughes on 0115 930 6451 for details

Chilwell Circle of Friends - for the Over 50s   
Meets on Monday afternoons at Grove Court, Central 

Avenue, Chilwell between 2pm and 4pm. Speakers, tea and 
entertainment. Phone 0115 925 1483 for more details

 Christ Church Chilwell Bereavement Team  
A Christian organisation willing to visit the bereaved in the 

parish of Chilwell. For more details, contact the Bereavement 
Co ordinator, Christ Church Office, 6 College Road, Chilwell 

or phone 0115 922 2809

Disability Matters  A local group for people with disabilities. 
Meet monthly, usually first Tuesday, in the Catholic 

Church Hall, Foster Avenue, Beeston (wheelchair accessible). 
1.45pm  3.45pm. (Dates may change due to Bank Holidays). 

Call Christine on 0115 925 1483 for details

Hemlock Gardening Club  Meets 3rd Thursday of each 
month at 7.30pm at Memorial hall, Church Street, Bramcote. 
New members very welcome. Annual subs £11, visitors £2. 

For more details, see www.hemlockgardenclub.co.uk 
or ring: (0115) 925 3558

Long Eaton All Media Art Club  A unique club that embraces 
all arts and crafts. Meets at AJ’s Gallery, The Chequers Inn, 

Stapleford, Mondays 1pm – 3pm and at Petersham Hall, 
Grasmere Road, Long Eaton, Thursdays 7pm – 9pm. 

For further details and information, ring (0115) 849 0048 
or see our website: www.leamac.org

Mind Alert - Now in Our 29th Year!  Thursdays between 
2pm and 4pm. The Conservative Club, Station Road, Beeston. 

Talks, quizzes, tea dances. games afternoons and outings. 
Contact May on 0115 854 5898 for details

New Beginnings Art Group  An art group specifically 
designed for those below pensionable age, but who are either 

disabled or no longer able to work due to chronic illness 
or health problems. The premises are wheelchair friendly. 

Parking is available. We meet every Wednesday, 1.30pm to 
3.30pm at Beeston Oasis Church, Union Street, Beeston. Cost 

is £3 per session. Professional tutoring is available once a 
month. Contact Caroline on (0115) 925 1300 for more details.

Nottingham Centre (National Trust)  DECEMBER meetings 
have a Christmassy feel, with a talk on December 8 by Danny 
Wells on the Victorians and the Christmas Season (Nottingham 

Mechanics, 2.15pm). On December 13 at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel at 7.30pm, there will be seasonal entertainment by the 

group Voice Versa, with coffee and mince pies. Tickets available 
at meetings or from Don Thompsett, tel: (01664) 823 500.
For more information about the group, go to the website: 

nottinghamcentre.webplus.net

Silver Surfers in Bramcote  Open to all older people who 
want to start computing or brush up their skills with one-to-one 

help using our computers, or bring your own laptop and ask 
for help when you need it. Where: St Michael’s Church Centre, 

Bramcote. When: Every Thursday afternoon between 1pm 
and 3pm. £3 per session. For details contact the Church office 

(open between 9.30am and 12 noon) on 0115 943 0137

Stapleford & District Local History Society  Meets 2nd 
Wednesday each month, 7.30pm at the Maycliffe Hall, 

Toton Lane, Stapleford. A varied programme of talks and 
demonstrations on local and general history subjects. 

Visitors and new members welcome. 
For more details, contact (0115) 939 4979.

The Star Inn Session  An informal acoustic music 
session – folk, blues, pop and beyond – at the Star Inn, 

Middle Street, Beeston. Everybody welcome on Monday 
nights, 9pm – 9.30pm start. Ring Malcolm for details on 

(0115) 922 2403. Oh – and it’s free!

The Rotary Club of Beeston  Mondays at 6.45pm, Beeston 
Fields Golf Club. We welcome people from businesses and 

professions and use our skills to help others who are less 
fortunate.  For details contact David Biggs at secretary@

beestonrotary.org or Simon Holmes on tel: 07712 540 965

The Helpful Bureau  Every Thursday between 10am and 
3pm. St Helen's Church Hall,  Stapleford. M2M, Chiropodist, 

Massage, 2-course Lunch, Speakers, Trips. 
For information, call Margaret Bowen on 0115 949 1175

Two O’Clock Club  Every Thursday, 2pm - 4pm. 
Chilwell Road Methodist Church, Beeston. A varied 

programme of talks and outings. Admission £1. 
Visitors welcome. Contact 0115 925 9199 for details

Amnesty International 
Meetings

The Beeston Amnesty International Group 
will meet on the following dates:

Monday, February 6 at 7.30pm
Letter Writing meeting at the Commercial Inn, 

Wollaton Road

Monday, February 13 at 7.30pm
Monthly Meeting at Beeston Library, Foster Avenue

For more information visit: www.amnesty.org.uk/beeston
email beeston.amnesty@gmail.com 

or ring (0115) 925 7615

NOTTINGHAM Confucius 
Institute presents a family 
workshops afternoon.

All are welcome to 
drop in and participate 
in sessions run by staff 
and students from The 
University of Nottingham’s 
Confucius Institute, who 
will introduce several 
traditional Chinese art and 
cultural ceremonies. You 
are invited to watch the 
demonstrations and then to 
have a go yourself.

Admission: free

1pm – 3pm
Paper cutting and folding

1pm – 3pm
Calligraphy

1.30pm and 2.30pm
Fan dance demonstration
by Rong Tao

1.45pm
Fan dance workshop led by 
Rong Tao (booking required)

1.30pm and 2.15pm
Tai chi

1pm – 3pm
Chinese tea ceremony

Chinese New Year
Sunday, January 22
Angear Visitor Centre, Djanogly Theatre and 
Performing Arts Studio, Lakeside Arts Centre, 
University Park, Nottingham

Birthday Bring & Buy
celebrate with Eileen Hall

Monday, January 23

15 Stapleford Lane, Toton

10am – 4pm
Stalls include books, Bring & Buy for cakes 

and groceries, unwanted gifts and greeting cards

Admission: Free

Nostalgia – books containing the photographs, etc 
of the work in Toton since 1968 for 

The Children’s Society will be available for viewing

No presents, but donations welcomed for 
The Children’s Society
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Community Events

Attenborough & Chilwell 
Womenʼs Club

Wednesday at 7.30pm, Douglas Taylor 
Room, Attenborough Village Hall, 

Attenborough

January 25
Darts Evening

February 1
Beeston Business Large and Small

illustrated talk by Mrs Maureen Rushton

Beeston & District 
Local History Society

Wednesday at 7.45pm, Chilwell Memorial 
Hall, High Road, Chilwell

January 18
The Time Has Come

History of the evolution of our calendar, 
with Paul Roebuck

Broxtowe Ramblers
See Meeting People column opposite for 

details of Broxtowe Ramblers group.
Walk details appear on page 15.

Mind Alert
Thursday at 2pm, Conservative Club, 

Station Road, Beeston

January 26
Auction

February 2
AGM

with Richard Mayor in the chair

Nottingham 
Shakespeare Society

Tuesday at 7pm, 
The Nottingham Mechanics, 

3 North Sherwood Street, Nottingham

January 24
Henry the Fourth Part I

Talk by Prof Julie Sanders, 
University of Nottingham

Railway & Canal 
Historical Society

Friday at 7.15pm, Meeting Room, 
Beeston Library, Foster Avenue

February 3
The Vale of Neath Railway

Illustrated talk by Terry McCarthy

Railway Correspondence 
and Travel Society

Tuesday at 7.30pm, 
The Nottingham Mechanics, 

3 North Sherwood Street, Nottingham

January 24
My Varsity Run (Lincoln – Rugby)

with Martin Bromley

The Star Inn Session
Monday 9pm – 9.30pm start

The Star Inn, Middle Street, Beeston

See ‘Meeting People’ column on page 8

Toton Methodist Church 
Womenʼs Meeting

Tuesday at 2.15pm, Toton Methodist 
Church, Stapleford Lane

January 31
The Leprosy Mission

talk by Mrs Pamela Levens

Two Oʼclock Club
Thursday at 2pm, Chilwell Road 

Methodist Church, Beeston

January 26
Shakespeare Recital

with Mr J W Cox

February 2
AGM

Wollaton Historical and 
Conservation Society

Wednesday at 7.30pm, St Leonard’s 
Community Centre, Bramcote Lane, 

opposite Wollaton Library

January 25
Tracks, Tramways and Towpaths
illustrated talk by David Amos
the development and demise of 
early transport systems and the 

local industries they served

January - February Programmes
A REMINDER  If you are responsible for producing the seasonal 

programme of speakers, etc for your club, please remember to send a copy to 
The Beeston Express once the programme is finalised.

Please Note: Many of the ‘Meeting 
People’ groups are clubs, and visitors 

may be charged an admission fee.

If necessary, please use an additional sheet of paper to provide more information.  
Send your coupon to: What’s on, The Beeston Express, PO Box 7440, Beeston, 
Nottingham, NG9 1ZS or email enquiries@beestonexpress.co.uk

Listings for inclusion are accepted from bona fide clubs, charities and non-profit making 
organisations.

To include your event on the Community Events page, complete the coupon 
below, using block capitals. Items for inclusion should reach us at least 15 days 
before the event. Remember that The Beeston Express is published fortnightly and 
allow sufficient time in advance of publication.

Community Events coupon
Name of Organisation

Title of event

Venue

Date

Starts

Admission price

Name

Tel. No.

Sender's details (in case of query, not for publication)

Finishes

Saturday, February 4
Home-Start Nottingham present :

Antiques Valuation Day
at Sainsbury’s Beeston

11am – 3pm
£2 per item

•••
Sunday, February 5
Village Ventures presents

The New Rope String Band
7.30pm

Chilwell Arts Theatre, Chilwell School, 
Queens Road West, NG9 5AL

Tickets £8, conc. £6 in advance from the 
school on (0115) 925 2698 or 
07584 263 893 or on the door
Suitable for all the family – 
once seen, never forgotten

•••
Monday, February 6

Friends of Bramcote Ridge present
The Marvel of Migration

an illustrated talk by Nigel Slater
7.30pm

The Memorial Hall, 
Church Street, Bramcote

Visitors welcome on payment of £1.50
•••

Sunday, February 12
Broxtowe Youth Factor

Valentine’s Special
5pm – 9pm

Beeston Young People’s Centre 
(The Shed) West End, Beeston

Tel: (0115) 925 4575
Admission: £2

•••

Wednesday, February 15
Wollaton Natural History Society
The Art & Science of Bird Ringing

illustrated talk by Mr Kevin Hemsley of 
the South Notts Bird Ringing Group

7.30pm
St Leonard’s Community Centre, 

Wollaton Village
Visitors most welcome, £2 

(inc. refreshments)

•••

Whatʼs on

Babes in the Wood
Wednesday, February 15 – Saturday, February 18

7.15pm

Queens Road Methodist Church

It’s pantomime time in Beeston once again. 
Queens Road Methodist Church present their annual 

pantomime – ‘Babes in the Wood’, written by 
Paul Alexander in association with Jasper Publishing. 
Come along for a fun-packed evening and find out if 
Robin Hood really will save the Babes in the Wood. 

Tickets are now available priced at adults £5, children £2.50.

To book, tel: (0115) 925 3470 or (0115) 925 4659

University Park 
Birdwalk

Sunday, January 29
10am – 12 noon

Meet at Lakeside Pavilion, 
Highfields Park

Led by ornithologist and author Neil 
Glenn. Guests are asked for a £2 donation 

for Nottinghamshire Birdwatchers.

Limited numbers, pre-booking essential. 
Call 07825 753 993.

Coffee Morning
Saturday, January 28

10am – 11.30am
Chilwell Road Methodist Church, 

Beeston
Stalls include books, cakes, 

bric-a-brac and unwanted presents

Admission: free

Proceeds to 
Stonebridge City Farm
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Community
Club Reports 

LAST Friday evening’s 
meeting of the Beeston and 
District Civic Society could 
have been something of 
a disaster considering the 
number of problems that 
evolved.

First and foremost, the 
speaker booked was unable 
to fulfil his commitment. 
Then the Civic Society’s 
vice-chairman, Tony Krarup, 
who usually conducts the 
meetings, was unable to 
attend due to ill health, as 
was Mick Atherton, the 
meetings secretary, who 
arranges the speakers and 
even makes the tea!

Thankfully, the Civic 
Society is nothing if not 
resourceful. Past chairman 
Joyce Brown stepped 
into the breach to chair 

the meeting and another 
previous chairman, Dr Dick 
Hutchinson, agreed to give a 
talk on his National Service 
experiences. Anne Wragg, 
a Civic Society member for 
many years, assisted him 
by recounting tales of her 
father’s experiences during 
the Second World War.

Certainly not the planned 
talk, but feedback from 
the members present 
indicated that they had 
enjoyed reminiscing on the 
experiences. New members 
Clive and Maureen Southern 
took control of the tea urn 
with such professionalism 
that it is doubtful that many 
members noticed the staff 
change – warm thanks go to 
all the members who rallied 
round to save the situation.

Beeston and District Civic Society
And now to compound 
events our next scheduled 
speaker, Edwina Woodland 
of Severn Trent, who was 
coming to talk at our next 
meeting on Friday, February 
10 at 7.15pm, has informed 
us that she is on maternity 
leave. A substitute speaker 
will have to be found for this 
meeting.

Regardless of who it is, 
members should note that 
(for one meeting only) we 
shall be across the road in 
the Old Council Chamber, 
Town Hall, Foster Avenue, 
due to the library building 
improvements taking place.

See the Civic Society’s 
Notice Board in Beeston 
Square for more details 
nearer the time.

Broxtowe Ramblers
BROXTOWE Ramblers 
held a New Year walk 
followed by a meal at ‘Ye 
Olde Bridge Inn’ in Oxton 
on Sunday, January 15.

Before the meal, the 
Ramblers’ chairman, Brian 
Palmer, led the group on a 
leisurely seven-mile walk 
over country lanes from the 
village of Oxton, passing 
through the villages of 
Epperstone, Woodborough 
and the edge of Calverton. 
There were some glorious 
unspoilt views over 
the Nottinghamshire 
countryside. By the time the 
group arrived back at the 
Inn, everyone had worked 
up a good appetite and was 
glowing on one of the best 
frosty, sunny days there has 
been so far this winter.

The group is trying to 
encourage new members to 
join and, at the same time, is 
keen to embrace the support 
of the long-term, less active 
members. Many have been 
members for years and still 
get out walking, albeit not so 
far or so fast as previously.

With this in mind one 
of the Ramblers, Cynthia, 
offered to organise the late-
lunchtime meal at Oxton 
so that those not wishing to 
walk could meet up with old 
friends for the occasion.

In the event, there was a 
spectacularly large turnout 
of 46 people for the seven-
mile walk before a further 
small group arrived in 
anticipation of the meal. 
The inn was filled with 52 
members for the carvery, 

which came with a 
vegetarian option. Everyone 
agreed the food was top 
class and all were in high 
spirits by the time they left, 
not just from a good walk 
on a pleasant winter’s day 
but also from the excellent 
choice of venue.

All in all, it was 
considered to be a very 
successful venture; one 
which will definitely be 
repeated in the future.

If you are interested 
in joining the Broxtowe 
Ramblers for a walk, 
contact the secretary 
on (0115) 919 7313 or 
log into the web site at 
www.broxtoweramblers.co
.uk for a full list of current 
walks.

THIRTY-seven members 
attended the Long Eaton 
Men’s Probus Annual 
General Meeting, held 
on January 5, when Mick 
Atherton retired as president 
and David Howley was 
installed as the new 
president. The new vice 
president, John Westwood, 
had been unable to attend 
due to ill health. At the same 
meeting, treasurer Barrie 
Cutts was presented with the 
‘Member of the Year’ trophy.

Long Eaton Menʼs Probus
Speaker Jan Woolley of 

Will Concepts spoke on 
the subject of ‘Why Make 
a Will?’ Mrs Woolley gave 
compelling reasons as 
to why making a will is 
essential if the wishes of the 
deceased are to be carried 
out satisfactorily. A clear 
and interesting speaker, 
Mrs Woolley outlined the 
reasons in some detail 
before answering the many 
questions from members 
that had been generated by 

the talk. President David 
Howley thanked her for her 
efforts.

Long Eaton Men’s 
Probus is a club for 
retired professional and 
businessmen and meetings 
are held on the morning of 
the first Thursday of each 
month. For further details 
please contact the club 
secretary, Mr Bob Thurlow, 
on tel: (0115) 939 1947.

IN spite of high winds and 
torrential rain, 15 ladies 
attended the Women’s 
Meeting at Toton Methodist 
Church on January 3.

Major Eileen Spriggs of 
Stapleford Salvation Army 
was the speaker and, after 

Womenʼs Meeting at Toton Methodist Church 
Mrs Joyce Jacklin had 
given a reading from Luke’s 
Gospel, Major Spriggs 
spoke about the birth of 
Jesus being foretold and 
of all the events leading to 
the birth and afterwards to 
the visit of the shepherds 

and, later, to the visit of the 
Wise Men at the time of the 
Epiphany, bringing alive all 
the biblical characters.

A collection of £26 was 
donated to the Salvation 
Army’s project to stop the 
trafficking of human beings.

Outcome of a Long Walk
STAPLEFORD writer Dave Wood’s huge walk around the old boundary 
of Sherwood Forest encouraged all kinds of poetry and story output from 

different communities.

Come and see it performed on January 30 at 
The Carnegie Centre, Warren Avenue, Stapleford, 

between 2pm and 3pm. Suitable for all ages and includes British Sign 
Language interpretation.

Followed by refreshments, then stay for the wonderful 
and quirky world of Instant Theatre (3.30pm – 4.30pm); join in or just sit 
back and enjoy. Everything is voluntary. Suitable for all ages. (No BSL 

provided).

Phone to book a place (0115) 939 1818 or 
email davewrite2002 @ yahoo.com

Free performance. Arts Council/National Lottery funded. 
Supported by Stapleford Town Council.
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Heritage – Health
Old Beeston  

How well do you recognise it?
OUR apologies for not having space 
to publish the ‘Old Beeston’ item in 
the issue of January 6 – pagination 
had been reduced to 12 for the 
holiday period as there wasn’t much 
happening that readers didn’t already 
know about.

We reprint here the picture dating back 
to 1916 that we published in the issue 
of December 2. We asked if anyone 
knew who the group was, as we’d been 
asked by the reader who submitted the 
photograph to find out what we could 
on their behalf.

We knew that the men photographed 
were known collectively as the ‘Derby’ 
men – because it was written on the 
back of the photograph, along with the 
fact that the photo was taken at Chilwell in 1916. 
Even now we can recognise those huge windows as 
belonging to the Chilwell Ordnance Depot, so that part 
wasn’t difficult. Yet no one came forward to identify the 
photograph’s provenance.

The term ‘Derby’ men arose from a War Office 
agreement in June 1916. The country was dipping deeper 
into war with the Battle of the Somme and the War Office 
agreed that munitions factories, desperately in need of 
extra labour, could employ men. As Director of Recruiting 
for the Army between October 1915 and May 1916, Lord 

Derby introduced a 
system of voluntary 
recruitment 
whereby every man 
who came forward 
to do their bit for 
their country had 
their name put 
onto a National 
Register and was 
placed into one 
of 46 categories, 
depending on 
their age and 
occupation and 
whether they were 
married, single, 
and so on.

The ‘Derby Men’ at the new munitions factory in Chilwell, 1916.

The Beeston Express 
has been asked to help 
highlight a meditation 
group that a local lady, 
Chris Leek, believes will 
be of interest to women 
of have suffered with the 
diagnosis “breast cancer”. 
As a community newspaper 
that aims to inform, we are 
pleased to assist.

BREAST cancer awareness 
is not just for the month 
of October! One in eleven 
women are diagnosed 
every day. Just imagine 
that could be you or one of 
your neighbours. However, 
more women survive breast 
cancer nowadays thanks to 
early detection and better 
treatment. Knowing what 
is normal for you increases 
your chances of noticing a 
breast lump or other changes 
when they occur. Look and 
feel your breasts. Report any 
changes without delay. Your 
breasts may feel differently 
depending on the time of 
the month and your stage of 
life. Most changes are not 
caused by cancer but it is very 
important to report anything 
unusual to your doctor.

Look for:

• Changes in the size, shape 
or feel of the breast

• A new lump or thickening 
in one breast or armpit

• Any puckering, dimpling or 
redness of the skin

• Changes in the position 
of the nipple, a rash or 
nipple discharge

• Pain or discomfort that is 
new to you and only felt on 
one side

Fourteen years ago when 
everyone was planning to 
celebrate Christmas, I was 
given the diagnosis that all 
women fear. I had breast 
cancer. Dr Bernie Segal says 
that everyone’s got to die 
sometime BUT, by knowing 
this, one can start to live life 
fully and enjoy living. I truly 
believe that my breast cancer 
diagnosis has been a gift and 
that it’s wonderful to be alive 
and have everything to look 
forward to. I recently held my 
first grandchild in my arms 
– something that once I did 
not envisage I would live to 
see. I have learnt to believe 
that dreams do come true.

Life-changing 
diagnosis
Breast cancer changed 
my life. I quit my job in 
the corporate sector and 
since have started my own 
business as a Holistic Breast 
Cancer Practitioner and 
Intuitive Teacher. I am also a 
‘Love Heals’ Teacher. I will 
be holding a transformational 
workshop for women in 
February for those who wish 
to learn about my post breast 
cancer journey, the mind-
body connection, health and 
wellness and techniques to 
help with feelings of fear and 
panic due to the challenges 
that this diagnosis brings. 
These coping strategies 
helped me and I now provide 
these skills in the services. I 
can teach you non-invasion 
acupuncture methods as 
well, to help you overcome 
feelings of anxiety. My 
post-mastectomy years were 
tough and sometimes a 
lonely place to be, especially 
in the early hours of the 
morning. Twelve months ago 
I underwent reconstruction 
surgery because the time 
was right to challenge my 
gremlins and restore my 
body to the one I had once 
had and loved.

New purpose
It’s now my purpose in life 
to assist you in being the best 
you possibly can be and more 
because I am passionate 
about the life lessons I 
have learnt. A breast cancer 
diagnosis is not necessarily 
a death sentence. It gave me 
permission to use my gifts 
and enabled me to reach 
out and convey the message 
that love heals, knowledge 
empowers and hope gives 
you the wings to fly.

I hold a regular meditation 
group called a Circle of 
Peace. If you are interested 
in either meditation or my 
two-day workshop at The 
Country Cottage Hotel, 
Ruddington, Nottingham, 
please contact me for a 
free consultation. Place 
numbers are kept low to 
ensure the quality of the 
day and personal attention. 
I will be happy to provide 
you with more information 
and can be contacted on tel: 
(0115) 919 8486; email me 
at chris.leek@yahoo.co.uk 
or go to my website, 
myinnertruth.co.uk

Health: A New Year reminder

Breast Cancer

Because of the urgent need for extra manpower to be 
found for the munitions factories, it was agreed that the 
quickest solution would be to offer certain categories of 
volunteers the opportunity to work in munitions, deemed as 
being ‘necessary for war’. Such men were not, then, called 
for active military service unless the circumstances were 
extreme.

One thousand of these men, aged between 35 and 41, were 
recruited, mainly from the London area, and brought to work 
in Chilwell.

One of these Derby men is a Mr Edgar Cutler (4th from 
left, back row) and there is another photo taken of him 
standing alone – but we have no idea why he was singled 
out. Does anyone recognise the name?

Information regarding the Derby men sourced from 
‘The Chilwell Story’ by M J Haslam, second edition 
published by the RAOC Corps Gazette in 2005.

Please submit any photos of ‘Old Beeston’ that you would 
like to see published in The Beeston Express – perhaps you 
would simply like to share them with other Beestonians or 
would like to find out more about them. You are welcome to 
invite readers to tell you what they know through the pages 
of The Beeson Express.

Mr Edgar Cutler. As a ‘Derby Man’, why did he get
singled out for special attention at Chilwell in 1916?

THANKS to the number 
of people who included the 
details of the Big Tree Plant 
in newsletters or circulated 
the information around 
networks of interested 
members, news of The Big 
Tree Plant has reached far 
and wide and, as a result, 
there has been a huge 
response for suggested sites 
and for volunteers to be tree 
guardians. 

However, that doesn’t 

mean that you need to stop 
sending your suggestions 
for this project, which aims 
to replace missing trees 
along streets or plant new 
ones. 

Barbara Selwood, 
working as project 
coordinator on behalf of 
Beeston and District Civic 
Society and in conjunction 
with Broxtowe Borough 
Council, said: “We have 
a meeting with the tree 

officer at Broxtowe Borough 
Council this week, but are 
still receptive to any late 
suggestions as to where trees 
might be planted as we start 
to pull our grant application 
together.

“Specific volunteers have 
come forward for some 
of the sites suggested, but 
with others we are yet to 
find them. In the course 
of seeking input from the 
public for this project, a 

number of issues have 
been raised which will be 
discussed with the council 
officer. These include:

The potential for planting 
‘food’ trees in specified 
areas, the pollarding of 
the trees outside the Bee 
Keeper pub, Chilwell; the 
possibility of replanting 
avenues where trees are 
ageing and planting new 
‘single species’ avenues of 
trees such as elm.”

Big Tree Plant update
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YOUR UNWANTED ARTICLES
FREE ADs: Items for sale up to a total of £100 may be advertised free of charge. 
Complete the coupon below in block capitals, one word per box - maximum 16 words.
Remember to include a telephone number for people to contact you.

Senders name:

Address:

Post the completed form to The Beeston Express, PO Box 7440, Beeston, Nottingham, 
NG9 1ZS, or phone your advert through to 0115 922 8007.
Free ads will be placed in the following issue of The Beeston Express.

To advertise in The Beeston Express, 
call 0115 922 8007 or email: enquiries@beestonexpress.co.uk

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING 

RATES
From £10.50 

(min)
for space 3cm deep x one 

column wide

Additional column 
cm: £3.50 per sccm

To advertise call:

(0115) 922 8007

Classified

www.beestonexpress.co.uk

Orders for insertion of 
advertisements in The Beeston 
Express are accepted subject to the 
following conditions:

1. The placing of an order 
constitutes an assurance that 
the advertisement is legal, 
decent, honest and truthful 
complying with the British 
Codes of Advertising and Sales 
Promotion, with any relevant 
codes of practice and with 
the requirements of current 
legislation.

2. The publisher reserves the 
right at its own discretion to 
withhold any advertisements 
not paid for by the time the 
advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.

3. The advertiser/advertising 
agency agrees to indemnify 
the publisher in respect of 
all costs, damages, or other 
charges falling upon the 
newspaper as a result of 
legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from 
the publication of the 
advertisement(s).

4. While every endeavour will 
be made to meet the wishes of 
advertisers, the publisher does 
not guarantee the insertion of 
any particular advertisement.

5. (i) In the event of any error, 
misprint or omission in the 
printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement the 
publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement 
as the case may be or make 
a reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-
insertion, refund or adjustment 
will be made where the error, 
misprint or omission does not 
materially detract from the 
advertisement.

 (ii) In no circumstances 
shall the total liability 
of the publisher for any 
error, misprint or omission 
exceed (a) the amount of 
a full refund of any price 
paid to the publisher for the 
advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose 
or (b) the cost of a further 

or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that 
in connection with which the 
liability arose.

 (iii) It is the responsibility 
of the advertiser/advertising 
agency to check the first 
insertion of any series of 
advertisements and notify 
the publisher immediately 
of any errors. The publisher 
assumes no responsibility for 
the repetition of errors unless 
notified by the advertiser.

 (iv)  The publisher shall not be 
liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or 
distribution of any newspaper 
or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.

6. The publisher reserves the 
right to:

 (i) Cancel the order at any time 
by giving reasonable notice 
before the next insertion, but 
in that event the advertiser/
advertising agency shall not 
be liable for payment of the 
difference (if any) between the 
rates for the series specified in 
the order and the usual price 
for the series of insertions 
which has appeared when the 
order is stopped;

 (ii) Make any alteration 
it considers necessary or 
desirable in an advertisement 
and to require artwork or copy 
amended to meet its approval.

7. (i) The copyright for all 
purposes in all artwork, copy 
and other material which the 
publisher or his/her employees 
have originated, contributed to 
or reworked shall vest in the 
publisher.

 (ii) The publisher is hereby 
authorised to record, 
reproduce, publish, distribute 
and broadcast (or to permit 
the same) all advertisements 
(including but not limited to 
text, artwork and photographs) 
and to include and make them 
available in any information 
service, electronic or otherwise.

8. The placing of an order by an 
advertiser, or an advertising 
agency on behalf of a client, 
constitutes an assurance 
that all necessary authority 
and permission has been 
secured in respect of the use 
in the advertisement(s) of 
pictorial representations of 
(or purporting to be of) living 
persons.

9. The advertiser’s artwork, 
film and all other property 
is held by the publisher at 
the advertiser’s risk, and 
should be ensured by him/her 
against loss or damage from 
whatever cause. The publisher 
reserves the right to destroy 
without notice all artwork, 
film and other property which 
has been in his/her custody 
for six months from the 
date of its last appearance 
in an advertisement, unless 
the advertiser has given 
instructions to the contrary.

10. The publisher reserves the 
right to require four clear days 
notice of cancellation of any 
order or unexpired part of an 
order, or in the cases of an 
advertisement which by reason 
of its position is chargeable at 
a premium rate, not less than 
twenty-eight clear days notice 
before the insertion or the next 
insertion on payment of the 
difference (if any) between the 
rates for the series specified in 
the order and the usual price 
for the series of insertions 
which has appeared when the 
order is stopped.

11. The publisher, on his/her sole 
discretion, reserves the right to 
disclose the name and address 
of advertisers and/or agencies 
to the police, trading standards 
officials, or any other relevant 
authority.

12. The placing of an order for the 
insertion of an advertisement 
shall amount to acceptance 
of the above conditions, and 
any conditions stipulated on 
an agency’s order form or 
elsewhere by an agency or an 
advertiser shall be void insofar 
as they are in conflict with 
them.

Advertising Terms and Conditions
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Items for Sale

Wasps • Ants • Moles
Squirrels • Rats • Mice

Free, no obligation quotes.
Tel: 0115 877 1811

Mob: 0779 270 8279

G
A

R
DEN MAINTENAN

C
E

V
E

RMIN CONTRO
LR.M.F

No job too small.
Every job considered 
at reasonable rates.

Tel: 0115 877 1811
Mob: 0779 270 8279

WantedServices

COMPUTER
PROBLEMS?

0115 832 0206

REPAIRS, UPGRADES
MOBILE TECHNICIAN

07817 749 134
PROGRESSIVE 
COMPUTING

HALFORDS 1.5 tonne 
Hydraulic Floor Jack. £10 
ono. Tel: (0115) 973 3483. 
(Toton).

FLOOD Gate. To fit house 
door. (Equivalent to 50 sand 
bags). £50. Tel: (0115) 973 
3483. (Toton).

AUSTRIAN Blind Rail and 
Hooks. 2 3/

4
 yards. £5. Tel: 

0115) 973 3483. (Toton).

GIRLS Bicycle. Suit 4 – 7 
years approx. With Stablisers 
and Bike Lock. £16. Girls 
Butterfly Cycle Helmet £3. 
Both very good condition. 
Tel: (0115) 916 7740 after 
6pm. (Wollaton).

FREE! Collier’s 
Encyclopedia, 24 Vols. 1980 
– Good Cond. Tel: (0115) 
917 6391. Chilwell (NG9). 
Can deliver if required.

CASH INVESTOR
WANTS TO BUY 
YOUR HOUSE
Any Condition, Size, 

Situation...
Get an Offer in 24 hours

We Pay More – Guaranteed!

07939 245 005
Call or Text for a 
confidential chat

TOMY Rail Road Track. 
Huge Collection. Stations, 
Trains, Bridges, Turntables, 
Crossroads, Toll Bridge, 
Risers, Vehicles. Suit ages 
5–12 years. £100. Tel: (0115) 
919 3845, Mob: 07748 813 
315. (Chilwell).

WANTED
An interested party for a 
new modest enterprise. 

Must be conversant with 
small knitting machines/

interlock machines.
To be based in the 

local area, might suit 
a disabled lady or 

gentleman with time on
their hands.

Call for more details.
Tel: (0115) 925 8898

Property

At the moment, there’s 
no cure for a broken 
heart. Once your heart 
muscle is damaged by a 
heart attack, it can never 
fully recover. But there 
is hope.
We need to spend 
£50 million to fund 
groundbreaking research 
that could begin to 
literally ‘mend broken 
hearts’ in as little as ten 
years time.
Your support can give 
hope to hundreds of 
thousands of people 
across the UK.

To make a donation visit 
https://hope.bhf.org.uk

Charities

Concerts

Nottingham Wind 
Ensemble

Conductor: Claire Franklin

Spring Concert

Saturday, March 24
7:30pm

Church of St John the 
Baptist,

Beeston Parish Church

Tickets £5
(incl. refreshments)

Available from: 
Windblowers

0115 941 0543 or
Beeston Parish Church

Proceeds to church funds
Sponsored by Windblowers



The Beeston Express. The local newspaper for local people. To advertise, simply let us have the wording for
your advert and your company logo (if applicable), and weʼll do the rest. We offer a free artwork service.

If you contact any of the advertisers here, remember to tell them you saw their advert in The Beeston Express.
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Notice Board

YOUR LOCAL NOTICE BOARD
HATCHES, MATCHES, DESPATCHES

 There remains a very strong sense of 

community in Beeston and the surrounding 

neighbourhood. People still like to know
what’s going on, be it the arrival of a 

longed-for child or details of the 
funeral arrangements following the 

death of a well-known and stalwart citizen.

If you have a message that you’d like more 

people to know about, send the details to

The Beeston Express, as shown on page 2.

All ‘Hatches, Matches, Despatches’ notices:
£20 each (No VAT payable)

Tel: (0115) 922 8007

or email: enquiries@beestonexpress.co.uk

• Shoe Repairs • Key Cutting •
• Trophies • Engraving •

135 High Road, Beeston, Nottingham NG9 2LL
Tel: 0115 922 4466     www.charliefoggs.com

Charlie FOGG’S

The Beeston 
Express

Full 
colour 

rates 
from 

£30
Tel:
0115
922 8007

Prices for a 
box this size are 

only £55
Remember:

We now accept 
credit/debit card payments

20% OFF 
ALL 

ADVERTISING
Our advertising rates 

are set to rise. 
Make sure you get on 
board and claim the 
reduction before the 

rates go up!

Foot Care 
at Home

Get comfortable feet in the 
privacy of your own home

Elaine Smith DIP.CFHP
Qualifi ed Foot Health Practitioner

Telephone 07927 941470

 • Nails trimmed • In-growing Toe Nails •   
• Corns • Calluses •  

• Veruccae, etc •

Dance Yourself Fit
with Latina DanceAsize™
Like what you see on ‘Strictly’
You’ll love what we do at 
Latina DanceAsize

Dancing to 60s - present day music 
and Latin sounds, with easy to follow 
step by step instruction. 
Any Age – Any Fitness Level.
Come and join us and 
Dance Yourself Fit!

Beeston Rylands Community Centre
Wednesday, 7.15pm – 8.15pm
£4.50 per class

Tel: 07875 584 883
email: info@the academydance.co.uk
www.latinadanceasize.co.uk

First Class
Free
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Community Leisure
Attenborough Nature Notes
Make Your Move onto 
the Wildlife Property 
Ladder
DESPITE the festivities 
of Christmas and the New 
Year remaining fresh in 
most of our minds, the 
ever-lengthening days and 
lighter evenings provide a 
cue for many bird species 
to start prospecting nesting 
sites for the forthcoming 
spring.

In the case of tree 
sparrows and house 
sparrows, some species 
may have done so already, 
using a nestbox or nest 
site as somewhere to roost 
through the winter. Just 
this morning I was even 
welcomed onto the nature 
reserve by the spring-like 
sounds of an enthusiastic 
male chaffinch in full song. 

With the start of the bird 
breeding season already 
underway it could be a 
cue for you, if you haven’t 
done so already, to consider 
placing a nestbox in your 
garden to provide a habitat 
for, and encourage breeding 
birds. 

A Need for 

Nestboxes
People often ask: “Do 
nestboxes in gardens really 
serve any useful purpose 
other than giving pleasure 
to us humans?” The answer 
to that question is quite 
simply – yes, they do! 
Gardens are an extremely 
important wildlife habitat. 
The total area of all gardens 
in Britain well exceeds that 
of all nature reserves.

Over the past 50 years, 
the landscape around us 
has changed dramatically. 
Towns and cities have 
become larger and the 
countryside has become 
more intensively managed. 
This has led to the loss of 
valuable wildlife habitat 
to the extent that natural 
nesting sites are now in 
decline. Nestboxes placed 
in gardens can therefore 
make a real difference to 
the success or failure of a 
breeding species in a given 
area.

Even on a nature reserve 
as wild and diverse as 
Attenborough, nestbox 
schemes have provided 
a lifeline to local bird 

populations such as the 
tree sparrow, which may 
otherwise have fallen 
victim to habitat loss in the 
surrounding farmland.

In January 2009, 12 
nestboxes were erected on 
the Willow peninsula (the 
nature centre’s wildlife 
garden). Many of these 
boxes attracted nesting 
birds within the first year, 
and subsequently went on 
to raise multiple broods. 
This scheme has become so 
successful that more than 
100 tree sparrow chicks 
have been raised since it 
began (based on ringing 
data). 

More recently, in 2011, 
we launched our Willow 
tit nestbox scheme. This 
species has suffered an 
alarming decline of 91 
percent in the UK since 
the 1970s through the 
destruction of its damp 
woodland habitat. It is 
hoped that careful habitat 
management combined 
with the installation of 
special nestboxes (designed 
to resemble rotting tree 
stumps) will provide an 
opportunity for this once 

common woodland 
bird to thrive again at 
Attenborough. 

Tips for Choosing 
and Siting Your 
Nestbox
If you’d like to provide 
a home for birds in your 
garden, there are a few 
simple tips to follow. 
The size of the hole will 

dictate which species of 
bird will use the box – a 
32 mm hole will suit most 
common garden birds such 
as great tits, blue tits and 
sparrows.

When siting your box, 
make sure that it is out 
of reach of predators and 
site your box in a position 
where it will not be in 
direct sunlight for a large 
part of the day (preferably 
north facing). Robins like 
their open-fronted boxes 
fairly low down and in the 
cover of an overhanging 
ivy or shrub but again, 
think about predators. 
For the hole-type boxes 
for starlings and house 
sparrows, the higher the 
box, the better. Make sure 
there is a clear flight path 
in to the nestbox and make 
sure that wherever you site 
the box, it is securely fixed.

National Nest Box 
Week
February 14 does not just 
mark St Valentine’s Day but 
is also the start of National 
Nest Box Week (organised 
by the BTO) and a perfect 
time to put up your nest 
box. We will be holding 
our annual Nest Box Day at 
Attenborough on February 
14 between 10.15am and 
12.15pm, with activities for 
children including making 
a bird or bat box (cost £6 
each) and craft activities.

For more information 
contact Attenborough 
Nature Centre, tel: (0115) 
972 1777. 

FOR more details about the 
Broxtowe Ramblers, see 
‘Meeting People’ on page 8. 
We would like to apologise 
for making a mistake with 
the telephone number for 
the Broxtowe Ramblers in 
Issue 211: it should have 
been (0115) 925 9779 (we 
published it as 922 9779). Our 
apologies for wasting the time 
of anyone who tried to get 
through to the wrong number.

In future issues, we have 
been asked to include contact 
details for the walk leaders 
so they can be contacted 
directly if necessary.

Sunday, January 22
Newstead/Fountaindale
Meet 9.45am for 9.345am 
at Thieves Wood car park 
for a leisurely 11 miles. Call 
Colin Wood for walk details: 
(0115) 981 2700 or 07745 
729996.

Wednesday, January 25
Black Rocks/
Wirksworth Moor
Meet at 10am for 10.15am 
at High Peak Junction car 
park. Moderate, 6.5 miles. 
Call Derek Sisson on (0115) 
938 9602 or 07987 036 990.

Sunday, January 29
Walk 1  
Burton Joyce/Lambley
Meet at 9.30am for 9.45am 
at lay-by on A612 beyond 
Burton Joyce. A moderate 
12-mile walk led by Liz 
Pritchett. Tel: (0115) 987 
6268 or 07718 241 878.

Walk 2  
Oxton/Farnsfield
Meet at 10am for 10.15am 
at Oxton village hall. Car 
park on left at far end of 
village. Moderate 7.5-mile 
walk with Brian Stroud. 
Tel: (0115) 925 4066 or 
07963 048 017.

Wednesday, February 1
Walk 1  
Wymeswold/Wysall
Meet at 10am for 10.15am at 
Wymeswold Memorial Hall 
car park. A leisurely 8.5-
mile walk with Barry and 
Barbara Cordery. Tel: (0115) 
919 7313 or 07876 163 756.

Walk 2  
Breaston/Draycott
Meet at 10am for 10.15am 
at St Chad’s Water car park, 
Church Wilne. A 6-mile 
leisurely/moderate walk led 
by Ken Gorman. Tel: (0115) 
919 5920 or 07837 713 728

Broxtowe Ramblers

THE local branch of the 
RSPCA, the Nottingham 
and Notts Branch, has 
appointed a new Fundraising 
Coordinator, Katy Woolley, 
to raise much-needed funds 
to rescue, rehabilitate and 
re-home hundreds of animals 
every week.

Katy has been fundraising 
for several local charities 
over the past 10 years and 
in her time has organised a 
number of events including 
balls, Christmas markets, 
ladies’ pamper evenings, 
fashion shows and has even 
walked on hot coals to raise 
money!

“I am keen to start 
fundraising and I am very 
much looking forward to 
supporting the team here 
at Hyson Green,” she said. 
“I’m looking to recruit 

volunteers who want to 
help homeless and injured 
animals who live in the 
city. Being a local branch, 
we rely on the fantastic 
public of Nottingham and 
Nottinghamshire and their 
generosity, not only with 
donations but with their 
time.”

Local RSPCA Branch 
Manager Jo Maddock added: 
“It’s great having Katy join 
us. We are a long established 
branch with a dedicated 
team, and Katy has come 
with a lot of enthusiasm and 
fresh ideas!”

The RSPCA Nottingham 
and Notts may have a 
nationally recognisable logo, 
but the charity is self-funding 
and Katy is keen to hear 
from anyone who would like 
to ‘lend a paw’ in any way.

Local RSPCA appoints 
new fundraising 
coordinator

Overall Plank size:
150mm x 1170mm

All dimensions in mm
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Leisure

FOR our Five by Five word 
competition, we ask you to 
fit the missing letters into 
the grid to make complete 
words that read both across 
and down.

When you’ve completed 
the puzzle, either cut the 
completed grid out of the 
paper or copy your answer 
onto a postcard or the back 
of an envelope. Add your 
name and address and send 
it to The Beeston Express, 
PO Box 7440, Beeston, 
Notts, NG9 1ZS, making 
sure it arrives here by 
Monday, January 30.

Please note that, from 
time to time, there may be 
more than one solution to 
the Five by Five puzzle. 
When that happens, only 
the entries that match the 
official solution provided by 
the puzzle compilers will be 
entered into the draw.

Five x Five Competition

Last issueʼs solution

The first correct answer 
drawn from the bag for 
Issue 211’s puzzle was sent 
in by Mrs W. Hemmings of 
Beeston, who wins the £10 
cash prize. Congratulations.

Smile Corner
Collector’s item

“Dear Sir, I have a circular disk of black 
plastic, with concentric grooves all over 
its surface and a hole in the middle. 
Is this a record?”

General Knowledge Quiz
1. In which range of hills is Cheddar Gorge?

2. The leaves of which tree form the koala’s staple diet?

3. Which city is the capital of the Australian state of Victoria?

4. Which organ is responsible for the formation and secretion  
 of bile?

5. What is a water moccasin?

6. ‘How the Leopard Got His Spots’ is a story from which   
 collection by Rudyard Kipling?

 Answers on page 8

THE weather boffins had been 
telling us that we were due 
for a taste of ‘winter weather 
like we used to know it’. By 
this, I assumed they meant we 
should be looking forward to 
a spell of hard overnight frosts 
and waking to the sound 
of car windscreens being 
scraped, which is indeed what 
arrived last weekend. Wasn’t 
it splendid? Heading out for 
a walk in such icy conditions 
includes the sense of self-
righteousness that comes from 
being able to turn your ankle 
on a rock solid footpath when 
your nearest and dearest have 
stubbornly refused to shift 
themselves from in front of 
the television.

I believe that winter days 
should always feel like the 
days the weather forecasters 
were referring to – days that 
warrant several layers of snug 
wrapping up, knowing for 
certain that you’ll need your 
warmest woolly gloves rather 
than cogitating whether you’ll 
need them or not.

Short Walks last between 
45 minutes and one hour. 
They are over good surfaces 
on a fairly flat route with 
no stiles, and are suitable 
for newcomers to physical 
activity.

Longer Walks last up to 
90 minutes and are across a 
mixture of canal towpaths, 
lanes, footpaths and public 
rights of way across fields. 
Surfaces may be uneven or 
muddy in places, there may 
be slopes and some stiles.

All walks are free and 
there is no need to book 
– just turn up. Dress sensibly 
for the weather and wear 
suitable footwear. Smoking 
is not permitted. Dogs are not 
allowed, with the exception 
of guide dogs.

Walk And Talk
Short Walks
ColliersWood/
Moorgreen
Route will vary 
depending on 
group and weather. 
Meet at the Horse and Groom 
(rear car park), Church Road, 
Moorgreen. Every Monday at 
11.10am. Every Wednesday at 
2pm.

Wollaton Park
‘Best Foot Forward’ walks on 
Friday and Saturday mornings 
at Wollaton Park. 
Call Ali Allen on (0115) 919 
4877 for more details.

Longer Walks
Thursday, January 26
Meet at the Great Northern, 
Langley Mill at 10.30am.

Tuesday, January 31
Meet at the Jolly Anglers, 
Meadow Road, Beeston 
Rylands at 10.30am (no stiles).

Thursday, February 2
Meet at the White Lion, 
Swingate, at 10.30am.

Health Walk
Monday, January 23
These short walks, suitable for 
beginners, are arranged 
by the ‘Walk & Talk’ team.
Meet at the Attenborough 
Nature Centre, Barton Lane, 
at 10am for a walk that lasts 
between 45 minutes and one 
hour.

Guided Walk
Saturday, January 21
10am – 1pm
Meet at the Nature Centre 
car park, Barton Lane, 
Attenborough for this 3-
hour guided walk around the 
nature reserve. Led by Mr Bill 
Wheatley. Call (0115) 925 
0208 for more details.

Review
‘Leen Times’

by Alan Dance

AN interest in local history motivated me to enter the prize 
draw in The Beeston Express last year, to possibly win a 
copy of ‘Leen Times’ by local author Alan Dance – and I 
won! On receiving the prize from Alan himself, it was an 
added bonus to find the front cover of the book depicted a 
canal wharf in the shadow of Nottingham Castle, as I also 
have a lifelong interest in canals – for boating, walking 
and from an industrial history point of view.

I thoroughly enjoyed the book – a highly readable blend 
of ‘whodunnit’, social and industrial history, along with 
glimpses of recognisable local places. The underlying 
theme is the arrival of the first railway in Nottingham in 
the 1830s (based loosely on fact). What surprised me, 
however, were the many parallels with life in Nottingham 
in 2011. There were riots, the rise and fall of industries 
and banks, the threats and fear of new forms of transport, 
political unrest and scenes of the nightlife and underbelly 
of crime for which Nottingham is still ‘famous’.

I would recommend this book to readers of all ages and 
for myself, I look forward to reading more by Alan Dance.

Jill Burn

Theatres
Theatre Royal
Tuesday, January 31 
– Saturday, February 4
The Musical
All the Fun of the Fair

with David Essex

Royal 
Concert Hall
Saturday, January 28 
at 7pm
Nottingham 
Philharmonic Orchestra 
Family Concert
Best of British

Monday, January 30, 
Tuesday, January 31
Chinese State Circus 
presents
Yin Yang

Full details of concerts 
and times from the 
Royal Centre Box 
Office: (0115) 989 5555

Broxtowe Walk & Talk
Broxtowe Walk & Talk are looking to 
recruit new volunteer walk leaders. No 
previous experience is required just an 
interest in walking. Full training and on-
going support is given to all walk leaders. 

To find out more about becoming a walk 
leader, join us on our next walk and speak 
to a walk leader. 

Or call Julie Cole at Broxtowe Sport for 
further information. (0115) 9173711.
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Thought for the Fortnight
Precious little

We ourselves feel that what we are doing is 
just a drop in the ocean, but the ocean would be 

less because of that missing drop.

Mother Teresa (1910 – 1997)

Leisure

AFTER the disappointment 
of last week’s late 
postponement, Nottingham 
Rugby make their second 
trip to Penzance to take on 
Cornish Pirates in the space 
of three weeks as they bid 
for a place in the semi-finals 
of the British and Irish Cup.

Their game against 
Doncaster Knights at 
Meadow Lane fell victim to 
weather last week, but not 
until 15 minutes before it 
was due to kick off.

The match referee and 
Nottingham skipper Craig 
Hammond both agreed the 
pitch was playable, but the 
Doncaster captain was not 

happy with it, which meant 
that all concerned had a 
wasted journey.

And so the Green and 
Whites turn their attention 
to the cup, having qualified 
for the knock out stages 
with a 100 percent record.

Just two weeks ago they 
suffered an agonising 26-
24 defeat at the Mennaye 
Field. But having been 
ahead for most of the 
game they paid dearly for 
two yellow cards in quick 
succession meaning they 
had to play with 13 men for 
a decisive spell as Pirates 
took their chance clinically.

“We have had two very 

A frosty reception for green and white 
runaround

Wildlife Watching 
Local news and views of the natural world
DESPITE a few cold days 
and frosty nights recently, 
this winter has yet to match 
the severity of the previous 
two and, rather than them 
heralding a return to 
‘proper’ winters, we seem 
to be back to the trend 
of unusually warm ones 
that we have been seeing 
in recent years. This has 
led to some unseasonable 
events in the natural world, 
including the recording 
by botanists of sixty-
three plants in flower in 
the Cardiff area when the 
expected number would be 
less than 10.

Locally, there is plenty 
of evidence that nature is 
beginning to think that it is 
already spring. As well as 
the usual early flowerers 
such as snowdrop and 
crocus, which are still 
appearing earlier that usual, 
plants such as daffodils 
and bluebells are already 
showing strong growth. 
Plants that develop early 
in the spring often have a 
degree of frost resistance 
and can tolerate short 
periods of sub-zero weather, 
although an extended period 
of weather can damage their 
growth or kill them off. 
Any over-wintering insects 
which have emerged from 
hibernation prematurely, 
for example the peacock 
butterfly seen on the wing 
last week, would have little 
chance of surviving these 
conditions.

However confusing the 
weather may be for other 
wildlife, birds are likely 
to benefit from a winter 
with a minimum of harsh 
conditions after successive 
years when these were 
extensive. In relation to the 
great ‘where are our garden 
birds?’ debate that has been 
conducted in these pages, 
personal observations 
would suggest that almost 

all the usual garden species 
can be seen although, 
apart from the blue, great 
and the seemingly ever-
more successful coal tit, 
there seem to be fewer in 
than in previous years and 
they appear less regularly. 
Winter visitors such as 
fieldfares and redwings are 
around in good numbers 
and waxwings have been 
spotted locally. However, 
there are some species, such 
as the starling and the house 
sparrow, that were formerly 
common in gardens but are 
now seldom seen at all in 
any number. 

The humble sparrow 
has been staging a little bit 
of a comeback in recent 
years after a steep fall 
in their numbers and the 
raucous sound of a sparrow 
breeding colony, often in 
dense ivy clinging to walls 
of trees, is a joyful one to 
most urban birders and a 
nostalgic one for those of a 
certain age. Given that there 
seems to be some increase 
in their breeding success 
it might be expected 
that more might be seen 
over the winter but one 
individual observation is 
not especially meaningful. 
(See Attenborough Nature 
Notes on page 14. Ed).

Hundreds of thousands, 
however, are and there is 
a chance next weekend 
(January 28 – 29) to make 
one of them by participating 
in the RSPB’s annual ‘Big 
Garden Birdwatch’.

The results generated by 
this give a good indicator 
of how the birds which use 
gardens are faring. The 
changes in the numbers 
of some familiar species 
over the last 30 years 
will be borne out by the 
experience of anyone who 
has observed garden birds 
over this period.

House sparrows and 
particularly starlings have 
declined dramatically but 
tits of all species have 
expanded their populations. 
It will come as no surprise 
to anyone who feeds birds 
that the biggest winner 
over this period is the wood 
pigeon, whose numbers 
have increased by 850 
percent! The increase in 
numbers of collared dove 
of more than 300 percent 
is remarkable for a bird 
that was, not so long ago, 
very rare in this country. 
The pigeon family certainly 
know how to make the most 
of it when the conditions 
are right!

The diversity and number 
of gardens in this country 
make them impossible to 
survey by conventional 
methods and they possess 
many variable factors and 
features that make like-for-
like comparison difficult 
if not impossible. The 
sheer amount of data that 
are generated from mass 
surveys like the RSPB’s 
Garden Birdwatch – an 
intensive head (or beak!) 
count over a very restricted 
period – overcomes many 
of these problems.

Taking part in next 
week’s Big Garden Bird 
watch is a great excuse 
(if any were needed) to 
look closely at the birds 
in your garden – even 
seasoned birdwatchers 
may learn something new 
– and passing on your 
observations will help fill 
in the gaps that still exist in 
the understanding of even 
our most familiar species.

If you have access to the 
internet, details of how to 
participate can be found at 
www.rspb.org.uk/birdwatch

Jack Smith
Local ecologist

good matches against the 
Pirates already this season,” 
said Nottingham’s Director 
of Rugby Glenn Delaney.

“In both matches we were 
ahead for long periods but 
have succumbed to late 
points which have cost us 
victory.

“Now we’re in the 
knockout stages anything 
can happen and we’re 
hoping to go as far as 
possible.

“We know this will 
be another tough match, 
but we’re excited by the 
challenge and we’ll go into 
it backing ourselves to do 
what’s required to win.”

Rugby

ANYONE in the East 
Midlands interested in live 
theatre should be aware that 
there is a treat in store for 
February… The Cast are 
back to perform the ‘Hot 
Mikado’ in Long Eaton’s 
Duchess Theatre at the 
Chatsworth Centre.

This show is a version 
of the Gilbert and Sullivan 
classic, The Mikado  – the 
same enjoyable plot but 
with songs updated to a 
swing-time jazz era that 
gets the toes tapping from 
the start and dance routines 
that set the pulse racing to 
the finish. It’s a great show, 
much under performed (last 
performed in the north-
east under the direction of 
TV’s Craig Revell-Hall, no 
less) because it demands so 
much from a small numbers 
of players. And that is what 
makes it ideal for ‘The 
Cast’ to put on.

So who are The Cast?

They are a group of 
performers from different 
theatrical and musical 
groups across the region 
who are brought together to 
perform a particular show. 
Some of you may remember 
their well-received 
productions of ‘A Chorus 
Line’ and ‘Company’ nine 
years ago. It’s the same idea 
again, a select group who 

The Cast returns!  by Alex Tavener

want to put on the sort of 
show seldom attempted by 
the established theatrical 
groups. The aim is to create 
the sort of dynamic and 
entertaining live experience 
that normally only 
professional shows provide.

Heather Weaver, one of 
the founders of ‘The Cast’, 
explains: “It’s brilliant. 
We get to pick some of the 
best talents in the region 
to match the parts they’re 
playing. It’s so good to 
see these people working 
together as one group.”

Ashur, who has just been 
invited to join The Cast, 
continues: “The enthusiasm 
at each rehearsal is 
infectious. If we can get just 
half of that across to our 
audience, it’ll be the best 
thing in ages.” 

However, just because 
these players are new to 
each other does not mean 
they are new to theatre. The 
group this time includes 
some well-known local 
faces – Alex Tavener (from 
Erewash Musical Society, 
recent lead in the NODA-
award winning show 
‘Gypsy’), Matt Fry, Ben 
Alvey and Kevin Chatten 
(of Beeston Operatic, 
recently showing their 
credentials in ‘The Full 
Monty’) Rachael Brown 

(Nottingham, recently 
playing the leads in ‘Guys 
and Dolls’ and the ‘Little 
Shop of Horrors’).

From further afield, the 
group are joined by Craig 
Arme from Derby Players, 
Emily Harris and Chris 
Collington from Ripley and 
Heanor Operatic Society as 
well as Lucy Bramley from 
Birmingham.

The show will be directed 
by Rob Corner, whose work 
includes ‘Seven Brides for 
Seven Brothers’ as well as 
the original ‘Mikado’ and, 
as musical maestro, the 
versatile James Rayner of 
Centrestage, Derby.

Rehearsals are well under 
way and there’s a buzz in 
the air… this might be a 
good time to make a note 
in your diary for 7.30pm, 
February 15 – 18 at the 
Duchess Theatre, Long 
Eaton. See you there!
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